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THE DEBUT MINI ALBUM 


AVAILABLE ON VINYL AND COMPACT DISC 


BEST PRICES AROUND 
ONLY QUALITY GOODS SOLD 
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THEATRE ROYAL, STRATFORD EAST 


Gerry Raffles Square, Newham E15 1BN 
Ticket office 081 - 534 0310 


August 13 - September 4 
THE RETURN OF 


THE POSSE 


In a brand comedy revue... 


Remember: there's no justice, just us 


«September? -October 1 - 
CLARKE FETE 


** October: 


ፈሪ 


Rasy 


ጐመን. 
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PLUS -BACK BY 


Ml D'YER EAT WITH YOUR FINGERS?! 


Funny and thought provoking, this show look looks art what it's like to be young, 
British and Asian in the '90s. 


British/US/ German camouflage 


high leg para boots 


Black moleskin trousers and shirts 
German para boots - all sizes 


kit bags 


31 Lewisham Road Lewisham SE13 
Telephone Mike on 081-691 2261 


“Lave you noticed the wind?’ someone asked 
Miss Pod recently. ‘It’s strange isn’t it. It's 


M kind of exciting and kind of unsettling at the 
 Ysame time.’ Some won't have it but many 


people Miss Pod’s been speaking to recently 
identify the strange gales that have been 
whipping across the country as the winds of 
change. 

One things for sure, change is the word on 


‘everyone’s lips at the moment. It’s a strange 
Isituation. On the one hand, we have a country 


where people’s powers have been slowly worn 


| away leaving them feeling isolated, frustrated 


and angry. A feeling that there’s no way to 
voice their discontent. | 

On the other hand, there’s an amazing surge of 
energy coming from many different areas. At 
the roots of this is us. It’s our generation that 
is leading the way and building up a voice that 
is saying ‘Enough is Enough’. 

The Government has systematically 
scapegoated the most deprived members of our 
society in order to take the focus away from 
reactionary policies that have no place in 1990s 
Britain. But when they picked on our 
generation and introduced the Criminal Justice 
Bill in order to criminalise alternative lifestyles 
and the new tide of dissent, the words on 
everyone's lips were, ‘They’ve picked on the 
wrong people this time.’ 

The Bill was designed to silence us, but it has 
only brought the DIY generation closer 
together. The Government forgets we ve got 
some formidable weapons; namely youth, 
energy and vision. What have they got? Only 
more of the same. But more importantly, 
we’ve got the edge. Our strongest weapon 1s 
Non-Violent Direct Action. Peaceful resistance 
has proved to be the key to highlighting some 
of the major issues of our time. It worked for 
Ghandi. It worked for the Suffragettes. It’s 
working for us. In this issue Miss Pod traces 
the origins of this new movement and talks to 
some of the groups on the front line of change. 
Perhaps things will have to get worse before 
they get better but with courage and 
determination, we can make a difference. 


` Watch the sky and tread lightly. 


FOCUS: 


Alternative news from here and there ; 


۳ ** 
T 


7. FINE YOUNG RADICALS: | 


They’ ve been dismissed as idealists and trouble-makers but 4 
the new generation of eco-warriors is making more sense Jl f 
than any of the politicians. | 


12. THE WARRIORS OF WANSTEAD: 


Miss Pod visits the warriors on the front-line of the anti- 
roads campaign in east London and discovers that the war 
cry is ‘Keep It Fluffy’! 


21. A BILL TOO FAR..... 


The Government’s Criminal Justice Bill has already 
defeated its objective. Rather than squashing our 
generation is has brought us all closer together. 


24. NEW SQUATLAND YARD: 
411 Flats Empty For 18 Years. Artillery Mansions, 
opposite New Scotland Yard, was an embarrassing eyesore. 
Then the Freedom Network moved in. 


26. A REICH BLOODY LIBERTY: ኒ 


The parallels between the Criminal Justice Bill and Hitlers $ 
۱ persecution of gypsies and ‘wild youth cliques’ ss alarming 
/ to say the least, says David Monaghan. 


28. MASSIVE BUT PASSIVE: 


Against all odds, the Exodus collective has produced a 
blueprint for alternative community living. Miss Pod went 
to see if they're satisfied with the life they're living. 


32. THE YEAR OF THE DRAGON: 


The Grass-Roots Environmental Movement Has A New 4 


Weapon, Eco-Magick! Pod Recalls Tales Of Dragons, 
Goddesses and Space Goats...... 


36. FLOWERS IN CONCRETE: 
Shane Collins is one of a new breed of radicals in the 
Green Party. Here he talks about the growing number of 
DIY groups who are sowing the seeds of a future full of 

liope.... | 


40. A PERMANENT SOLUTION?: 


During the recession, the number of permaculture groups 
has mushroomed. But what exactly are they up to? 


42. BRICK BY BRICK: 


Members of the Brixton Local Exchange Trading system 
talk about the benefits of switching from cash to bricks! 


44. LETTER FROM BEIJING: 


Karen Smith reports from China's capital and catches a pair 
of pigs in the act..... 


46. RACHEL RANTER COLUMN: 
Rachel Rants Again. 


C x ae t e 


Editor: Miss Pod 
Pod Art: Stephen Harper 
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Pod Address: PO Box 23, London SE4 1SW. ` 


Cover: Security guard behind wall at M11 Link building site. 
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Since the beginning of the year, the Tribe has been busy turning the 
church into an environmental/arts community centre. When POD 
paid a visit recently, the Tribe had set up a large but cozy communal 
kitchen with their own recycling information and separate bins to 
divide up rubbish. Most of the communal food is collected from 
supermarket skips and reject fruit and veg is collected from markets. 
There always seems to be a big pot of veggie stew on the boil. 

In the main section of the church, a strange selection of bender 
bedrooms have been set up between the pews. Pete's bedroom is 
behind the organ pipes upstairs. A tent-like roof made up of draped 
strips of material and the selection of cushion and rugs over the 
floor, gives it a distinctly Bedouin feel. 

The Tribe now has its own office, art room and meditation space. 
Offshore State Circus and their double-decker bus wintered the back 
yard together with chickens, children and three-legged dog. 

The Rainbow Centre was also the venue for an alternative press 
conference held by the many groups opposed to the Criminal Justice 
Bill . The pews were filled with probably the most alternative 
congregation the church has ever seen; Anti-roads campaigners, 
travellers, hunt saboteurs, the Stonehenge Campaign (who set out 
their exhibition on boards in the shape of the stones) the Pagan 
Federation and the Dragon Environmental Group. Hopefully this is 
the start of great things. Blessed be. 

If you want to find out more or get involved, contact the One World 
Rainbow Centre on (071) 267-0828. 


KENTISH TOWN 


Here’s a lesson in perseverance. After spending two years trying to 
find a base, the Rainbow Tribe has finally managed to get 
permission to set up their One World Rainbow Centre in a former 
church in Highgate Road, Kentish Town. 

Pete and his fellow tribespeople have so far squatted five empty 
properties including the site for a McDonald's restaurant in 
Hampstead, a former BCCI bank in Marble Arch, a five storey town 
house in Park Lane, a group of houses owned by the University of 
London and a former Salvation Army office. All of the squats ended 
in eviction. EA 

Now it looks like the Church of England will allow the Tribe to stay 
at their new location - for the time being anyway. Maurice, a local 
rector pops in from time to time and has given a slide show on his 
work with native tribes in South America. The Church is still 
encouraging prospective buyers but as Pete points out, "There's the 
Forum concert venue on one side and a fire station on the other, so 
it’s pretty noisy. They've brought along Portuguese Christians, 
Egyptian Christians, all sorts of Christians but these days, they just 
haven't got enough Christians to go around.’ 
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POD 


DIN HERE AND THERE....... 


PUBLIC 
PUBICS 


Following 


from 
on 


CoolTan 
collective in the 
issue, 
received a letter 


last 


from Candy, 

one of the 

models in 

So much for police በ poe CoolTan's 'Sign 
Taxpayers won't be eias رم‎ on 

show. In the 

feature, we said 

‘ that Raves will not happen, that some of the 
models wore 

hair extensions 

made out of 


pubic hair. 


Candy would like it to be known that in 


extensions 
She 


hair 
attached to the models’ pubic hair. 
slightly censored photo to 
Cheers Candy. 


they were normal 


this 


fact, 


enclosed 


illustrate her point. 


UGLY MUGLYS 


Thanks to Maria from Forest Hill for sending in this cutting from Jamaica’s Weekend Star. 


WHICH PARISH PRODUCES 
THE 


MEN? 


THERESA WILLIAMS 
KINGSTON. If | did ugly 
like some of the man a see 
a Kingston ۱ would take off 
mi head and stone it. Patoo 
a sweet boy to most a de 
man them in Kingston. 


PAULA GRAHAM 

St CATHERINE at a 
place call Old Harbour Bay. 
When dem de man laugh 
dem face fava pof cover 
and jackass cubby. 


KERRY-ANN GAYLE 

St. Catherine. | decided 
to sleep with a St. Catherine 
man one night and when 
him take off him clothes 
ina the night, him was so 
ugly. a run left him naked 
in the room. 


SHARON BOOTHE 

MOCHO in Clarendon has 
the ugliest man. Ever see 
Pink Panther (a cartoon 
character) is so some of 
the men them look and them 
dress just like Snaggna 
Puss. 


‘UGLIEST’ 


CARDELLA RICHARDS 

Last week the man them 
dissed we woman so teck 
vu medicine. The ugliest 
man them come from Han- 
over. Is like fi them ugliness 
HANG-OVER more than the 
rest of parishes. 


MARLENE BOGLE 

St. CATHERINE. | went 
down to a certain place near 
the sea and is the ugliest 
man dem ah ever see. Yu 
know sea lion. Some a the 
men resemble that and God 
horse, one ugly insect yu 
find on pimento seed. 


TANEISHA WILLIAMS 
KINGSTON. This is the 
parish with the ugliest men. 
If me did ugly like the men 
| see in Kingston 1 would 
sue my mother and me 
would win the case too. And 
if those men form fool all 
the [judge would sue them 
for ihem double ugliness. 
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WHAT INTELLIGENCE? 


least well kept secret among the members of Wiltshire Constabulary is a 
bulletin by the Southern Intelligence Unit. Although the bulletin is labelled, “This 
Document Is Confidential. For Police Eyes Only,’ it has been widely distributed among 
campaign groups. And no wonder they wanted to keep it away from the prying public. 

The bulletin gives details of “Operation Snapshot’, a county to county account of travellers’ 
activities. Under ‘West Mercia’, the report refers to the 


Perhaps the 


movements and festival 
Castlemorton Court Case in which 10 people stood trial for causing a public nuisance at the 
Castlemorton festival in 1992. The report concludes: ‘There is no support for the 
defendants at the Court, they are all on their own. Ah!!!’ 
The defendants must have had some support as they were all cleared! 
so happy though. The three month trial is thought to have cost around £4million. 
Subsequent pages of the bulletin list the successes and failures of stopping raves and 
spying on traveller camps around the country. A certain P.C. Alder from Surrey 
Constabulary is quote as saying that Surrey police’s policy is, 
illegal or otherwise.’ 

What planet are these people on? 


SUSPENDER SENTENCE FOR DONGA PROTESTER 


Some people might be daunted by the prospect of facing a hearing at the High Court but 
not Dongas tribesman Graeme Lewis. Graeme appeared in court to face a civil charge of 

breaking an injunction banning him from the site of the M3 road-building on Twyford 
Down. To show his feelings for the injunction, Graeme stripped down to stockings and 
suspenders - before popping a plastic bag over his head. The message: what’s good enough 
for deceased tory MP Stephen Milligan is good enough for him. (Milligan was MP for 
Eastleigh, just round the corner from Twyford Down). Unimpressed, the judge jailed him 
for four months. Graeme was the 10th person to be imprisoned for campaigning against 


the Government's £20 billion road building scheme. 


c€ce-WARRIORS THROUGH THE LENS... 


Road, a photographic exhibition that charts the story of the new anti- 
roads movement from Twyford Down to the present day, is touring the 
country. 

Birmingham-based photographer Nigel Dickinson has spent a lot of 
time with eco-warriors and his work gives a powerful insight into their 
lives and beliefs. Look out for Road coming to a space near you. 


MIXIMASTER MORRIS GOSSIP 


News from his Ambience Mixmaster Morris. Apparently there is a 
Spanish DJ who uses a stylus made from ice! Why? For added chill? 
Who Knows. Following on from couch potatoes, Morris tells up that 
apparently computer-junkies are now known as mouse-potatoes. 


M@RRIS’S ALL TIME TOP TEN AMBIENT 


CLASSIC ALBUMS. 

1. Steve Hillage: Rainbow Deme Music 
2. Terry Riley: Rainbow in Curved Air 
3. Kraftwerk: Ralph and Flerian 
4. Harmenia: Music F roem Harmonia 
5. White Noise: Electric Storm in Hell 


VERA DONALDSON 

KINGSTON. If you want 
to witness ugly man go to 
Kingston. ۱ stand up a 
Downtown Parade one day 
and see a little short man 
in a three-piece brown suit 
— is the ugliest man a ever 
see. A laugh so till the con- 
ductor almost take me off 
the bus. 


6. Edgar Froese (the talented ene in Tangerine 
Dream!) Aqua 
7. Ambient 3: Ene and Laraaji 
8. Tonte’s Expanding Headband: Zere Time 
9. Steve Reich: Music Fer 18 Musicians 
10. Rebert Wyatt: Reck Bettem (pure undiluted 
English Hippiedem) 


RECOMMENDED EVENTS 
JULY 


30th: Fordham Park Urban Free Festival, 
Fordham Park, New Cross. Not to be missed. A 
great festie. 


27th to 31st: Big Green Gathering, ‘The 
Green Event of The Year’ held in the Vale of the 
White Horse, between Swindon and Oxford. 
Environmental Awareness, Alternative Technology, 
Green Politics, Craft Workshops, Green Market, 
Direct Action Training and more. Tickets £20 for 
adults, children free from The Big Green 


Gathering, PO Box 123, Salisbury, SP2 OYA.. 


AUGUST 


12-13-14th: Chill Out Highland Gala, 
Scottish Highlands. A free festival in beautiful 
countryside. An ambient bonanza with video 
graphics and sound sculptures. Includes a special 
debate on alternative lifestyles. For more 


information call Lynn or Pete on (071) 737-5301. 


19-20-2Ist: Friendly Folk Fayre. Bands: 
Back To The Planet, RDF, Shriekback, Slightlydelic, 
The Great Imperial YoYo, Wizards of Twiddly and 
more. Proceeds to The Big Issue, MIND and The 
Cheshire Wildlife Trust. Advance Tickets only £20 
(kids under 15 free). Tickets from Wayahead 
Ticket office, Birmingham and Nottingham; Rival 
Concert Tickets, Bristol; Penny lane Records, 
Chester; Cavendish Travel, Leeds; The Cream 
Shop, Liverpool; Piccadilly Box Office, London and 
Manchester; Derricks Records, Swansea. 


SEPTEMBER 


4th: Greenpeace Fundraiser, Hulver Farm, St. 
Michael’s South Elmham, Bungay, Suffolk. Bands, 
clowns, story tellers, stalls, etc. Phone 0379 
640335 for more details. 


21st-30th: Anarchy In The UK - ‘Ten Days 
That Shook The World.’ A look at Anarchy from 
50s beatniks to today’s free-thinkers. Participants 
include: Chumbawamba, members of Faslane 
Peace Camp, Mutoid Waste Company, Club Dog, 
The Sea and Exploding Cinema. Possibles include: 
Malcolm McLaren, Jello Biafra, The Levellers, 
Hawkwind, Bjork, Ozric Tentacles, John Cooper- 
Clarke, Allan Ginsberg, Back To The Planet and 
Benjamin Zephaniah. For more info sent SAE to 
Anarchy in the UK ‘94, PO BOX 1096, Bristol, BS99 
1۳۷۷۰ (10-day festival pass £25.) 


NOVEMBER 


London’s Victoria and Albert Museum is 
attempting to cast off its fuddy-duddy image by 
putting on an exhibition celebrating street 
fashions from the 1940s to the present day. 
‘Street Style’ will trace the history of different 


During one of the No M11 Link Campaign’s ‘actions’ in 
Wanstead, I bumped in Helen, a member of the Dongas 


‘Come and watch this,’ she said carrying a T-shirt 


one of the security guards and presentec 
Once the T-shirt was unfolded, I could 


Tribe. . 
She approached 


him with the T-shirt. 


clearly see the words, ‘Useless Wanker’ printed across the 


the 


front. It turned out that the security man was one of 


‘friendlies’ and was game enough to pose for a picture with 


Just goes to show that even security men 


the said T-shirt. 


can be game for a laugh. 


SITALL WORLD 
GETS BIGGER 


Small World video productions is looking 
for green campaign groups/individuals to 
share their new North London office space. 
There are five rooms available with rent 
ranging from £16-22 a week. £8 will get 
you a desk. All rents include rates and 
services. 

* Incidentally, if you're still wary about 
non-violent direct action, Small World's 
quarterly video magazine, Undercurrents 
will certainly put you in a positive frame of 
mind. An inspiring selection of ‘actions’ 
from around the country, including the No 
M11 Link Road Campaign, protests against 
the Criminal Justice Bill and a look at how 
the media portrays NVDA, Undercurrents 
Issue One is vital viewing for those who 


NEW 


McC@@L DUDE 


The giants had it easy. Reading a brochure 
about the Giant’s Causeway in Northern Ireland, 
I discover that it was once inhabited by a giant 
called Finn McCool, who is said to have built the 
causeway to entice a giantess from across the 
seas. A rhyme dedicated to the giant goes like 
this: He lived most happy and content. Obeyed 
no law and paid no rent.' 


VEGGIE VICTORY 


Good news for Vegetarians. Between 1988 and 
1992, sales of vegetarian food increased by 26% 
to £11.lbillion. Organic produce sales grew 
more than four fold to £92.5million. The 
number of meat-free eaters is now estimated at 
around four million of Britain’s population. This 
compares with just O.2million at the end of the 
Second World War. Keep vegging! 


RAVER SAVER 


A gold star to Sunnyside party organisers. The 
group has been giving out special 'Raver Savers' 
at their parties. The small plastic clip-bag 
contains: a sticker, a tiny leafet about the 
Criminal Justice Bill, roach-card, Rizla, matches, 
chewing gum, multivit pill and cannabis seed. 


۲9۲ FOR THOUGHT 


Pod award for most innovative used of this mag 
goes to Simon Moore from Perthshire who 
managed to barter his copy of Pod for a pound 
of mature cheddar. More canny barters very 
welcome. ; 


GREEN POST 


Great to see the number of people sending stuff to 
Pod in recycled envelopes. Refuse, reuse, recycle, 


repair, RELAX! 


PODALERT! 


Miss Pod is on a quest to find some 
wonderful people to help gather 
advertising for this mag. If you'd 
like to see Pod grow and sprout in 
new directions and have some 
experience in linking up with like- 
minded groups who are interested 
in advertising, please, please get in 


‘tribes’. It includes original 
features 


SIGN ef THE TIMES 


This sign was found in a communal 
garden in the heart of Tory Chelsea. 
The only thing they’ve missed out is NO 
FUN. Is this the kind of thing the Tories 
would like to plant in all our open 
spaces? 


youth cultures or 
clothes worn by the Dongas Tribe and 
POD in. its catalogue! 


want to stay in touch with the grass-roots 
eco-scene. Truly moving stuff. For more 
information call Zoe or Jamie on (071) 
272-5255. 


L.A. ROAR. 


News from Los Angeles. Jason aka 
Cinnamon Twist, is among a 
growing number of people trying 
to spread a deeper message to the 
new wave of raves-type party 


outfits in the USA. He has put 
together tapes of interesting 
thoughts from various persons 


both famous (G.I. Gurdjieff) and 
non-famous. He also publishes a 


newsletter of alternative 
information and US ‘zines and 
newssheets. For a Tribal Donut 


LIFESPAN, the community 
that produces the commune 


directory Diggers and 
Dreamers is looking for new 
members. Lifespan is a 


twenty year old community 
of 19 houses in the 
Yorkshire moors. They 
have three acres of land in 
the middle of the 
countryside. It’s been going 
ten years and they are 
people with 


inject new blood into the 
For more info 
write with details of who 
you are what your interests 


community. 


are, to Lifespan 
Community, , Townhead, 
Dunford Bridge, Sheffield, 
S30 6TG. 


Under GF ۵ 


. looking for 
` energy and commitment to 


touch. That goes for all you 
potential advertisers out there too! 
(All rates negotiable). Write to Miss 
Pod, PO Box, London SE4 1SW. 


MOLE JAILED? 


Ever wondered what happened to angst- 
ridden teenager Adrian Mole? Probably 
not. But Miss Pod has been wondering 
if Mole's unrequited teenage years 
turned him into a wrong ‘un. Recently 
she notice an newspaper article saying 
that one Adrian Mole, 43, was jailed for 
a record 28 years after repeatedly 
raping two young girls. The 206 
monster’ even video’d the attacks. Not 
a happy ending. 
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Monday -— Say * 1111 tape or general info, write 


to 41 Sutter Street, Box 1348, San 
Francisco, California, 94104. 
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E: nce, Dntain's 
EC fields were filled 

m with cows. 6 
government has 
s Its way, eur future 

€" ፡ቻ رن‎ ntryside may 

o MM ም ell be filled with 
ከ: "cars. But a new 
ዩ፡ generation ef grass-roots 
23 ቋክ cnirenmentalists is deter- ~ 


ሚን mined te make sure this 
t: መዜ grim picture never 


aa"‏ و 


E "abOccoemes ጋ reality. 
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D 2 itself an unusual ene. ሺ started with one young couple. Fer 6 
England. In the menths before they arrived, the pair had been living 
,an idyllic existence working and travelling around the Seuth ef 
France. But something pulled them back te England. ‘As seen as 
Ae] we arrived in Winchester, we began te bump inte loads ef interest- 

ON ing peeple and friends we hadn't seen fer years,’ says Sam. The 

۷ pair seen learned that Twyferd Dewn, a designated area ef eut- 
standing natural beauty eutside Winchester, was under threat frem 


an extension te the M13 motorway. At that peint, Friends Gf The 
Earth had already set up a camp in the 


water Meadows below the Dongas; a ‘THE SPIRIT SPREAD A 

seres ef enclanttrackways at the heart MUCH FURTHER THAN - ቺ 

side ever thousands ef years. HAMPSHIRE. THE FEELING 
The Mounds were said 19 be part of WAS THAT IF THEY’ COULD 

the tribal centre ۵۲۵۱9 €urepe. ‘Ithink BULLD@ZE TWYFORD 

the people at the F.6.€. camp saw us DOWN, THEY COULD GET 


as traveller-types looking for trouble,’ 
Sam recalls. ‘They were all wax jack- AWAY WITH ANYTHING.’ (3: 
(9 M 


ets and ties. We didn't feel welceme 

at all. We started talking about setting up a camp te open up 
the land again 200 tell peeple why it was se impertant that it ; 
was saved from the bulldezer.’ Joined by several friends, Sam E JR. 


held events at times ef planetary change.’ ሺ wasn’t meant te be ` 

a pretest camp. But when news spread that a greup ef yeung | 
peeple were living at the feet ef the Dengas, a steady stream 
of visitors came from all ever the country. Seme were se 


inspired, they joined the camp permanently. In time, a tribe ۱ 
grew Up. | رم‎ 3 ? A = ۱۶ موی‎ - 
ን fi enia መ سیم‎ | 
En 


Perhaps it 
ዚ of inner ۴ they proes: = The evenis ef Twyford The Dongas’ protest brought the gov- ቺ 
Perhaps is thelr unswerving M ni are NOW much ae - ernment’s £20 billion read building . ፡- 
ዝከ the el g style of oen- A ۲ [6 protecting e rap! € menied. But FS theugh scheme sharply inte fecus. The m ajor j i 
— 1ዬ% covered with es disappearing countryside. n coulo the FAS cxiensien 15 well question is: why is the GovernMent ; 
ers - ከ375! apam mage, cM- gyen be the fact that they V€ wee on its way 19 completion a spending billions en new roads when ` E 
arpaulin 7 T of goats 209 24 heir backs © g following the brutal S they are running public services ano pn 
NT ne made from g — (910 is the ‘ight’ = removal of ihe 6 uo transport inte the ground? Naturally, - ይ 
permet prd create? al careers, cars, YO k 1. cllow Wednesday in WR the protest also highlighted the govern- T 
በ ` driven by SOME” Hecember ‘92, (55 Poo 4) ment’s distinct lack of commitment te«$ | 
g the Dongas’ ۶ ይ a greener future. Their read scheme E 
5 will destroy hundreds ef designated . a 
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arcas of outstanding natural beauty, ፡ * 
i conscience. The PFESS 333 scheduled ancient menuments 0 | 


ምለ አ s ۱ + as) 1 . . 1 
۱۵6020 ie take iheir cam-3 Sites of Special Scientific Interest. "Te 


S paign seriously when 
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E 
p KEKA 


7 destroyed. BU 
the idea of trying 
was everwhel 


ıo change 


Month, new tribes are Then they drowned aut his ከ. 
p forming all ever the speech with chants while six \ © 


ge WOMAN who dropped her E 
tained’ on it! trucem 


" Down has been oreughi à 
a life on Selsoury Hill, just 0 


Minister Camp has been sei up next 


x Moved in. First they hill fort ۵ o 


sò themselves te the £3 and the inspiration for ኙ 


ilow, Month by 


In the summer ef last 
Es year, the Dengas' net- 


7 
بر 


Z ronmental groups across 
2 the country. They 


m Se 

LI 

ወኀ ሚያ 
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three new flashpoints ይኔ 


Be A appeared. The Lizard ® 
ی‎ ር t tor | 20 ARS 
pe became the catalys Tribe set up camp in 4 


ee Wymondham, near d 


Ecl warriors and gave hope ET lorwich, 95 Campaigns 
„i Against a new bypass 

| | < which is believed LO be 
i7 When the ۱۵ Link | 


Sey uus, EalMerked for develop” +The SPINL Of Twyfo 
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SUY ያን i n mS 
[head campaign ind | Ment inte a hu ge Trans- 


* When Wymenoham's | outside Bath, where 
ge "n | , 9 
direct action [ IVT) A) iL IMP. Transport 


5 the autumn ef last year, John MacGregor 


መ ue 
፡ (ew, Modem Qay 5 agreed to stan the 
“began the seeds ef a 


v 


~ national movement. The 
Battle of George Green 
and later, the Battle of , 


LO werk on a new 


| bypd@s. The road © 
construction by cutting ,, 


۱ ۱ iImprevemenu here 
the first syMbolic piece 

of turf, local protesters 
Wanstenia, showed the 


British public how hard 
the State was prepared 


Made him late forthe S@lsbury, a schedu 
ceremony by chaining 
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ems ፡፡ Peter Gabriel’ 


Probably the most alarming example of this is Greenpeace s bid to stop the 
Thorp nuclear reprec essing plant from opening. In February this year, the High 
Court turned down Greenpeace's request fer a public enquiry which would 
include a vital envirenmental impact survey before operations went ahead. And 
if Thorp doesn’t need an envirenmental impact survey, what does?! It was yet 
another example of the Government's wrong-headed approach to eur land and 
our future. 
‘_osing Twyford Down was devastating,’ says Sam Donga. ‘It wasn't just ene 
of the Most beautiful areas in southern England, it was a place of great spiritual 
power. In a way, it was the greatest sacrifice. But perhaps.it had te be or 
the campaign wouldn't have had such a streng impact.’ 
What the government hasn't banked en however, is that we have 
vision. Even if they refuse to remove their blinkers, we can see their 
policies are in essence unsustainable. Whether it takes 
20 years or 200 years, the result. ef current politic al atti- 
tudes will oe devastating. In the classic book Small Is 
Beautiful, author E.F. Schumacher points to what is per- 
haps the roots of the Tories’ approach. He quotes 0 
keynes, ene of the founders of Modern day economic thinking as 
saying, ‘For at least another hundred years we Must pretend to our- 
selves and to everyone that fair is foul and foul is fair; for foul is useful 
and fair is net. Avarice and usury and precaution Must ህፍ 
our gods for a little longer still.’ Schumacher comments, 
‘..Itis hardly an exaggeration to say that by now the 
gods he recommended have been enthroned.’ 
— But at last, it looks like the time has come again when 

the ordinary people are beginning to say ۵ 

enough. What Makes the Dongas and the new bands ا‎ 
of eco-warriers so inspiring are their weapons - name- i 
ly humeur and peaceful direct action. They echo the past 
peace-mevements; only this time they have technology on their 
side: computer nets, faxes and Mobile phones are vital tools in the 
game of fast communication and national networking. NM... መል. - 

‘Before Twyford, there was no real grass-roots Environmental qo በ E ٩ ። i dic 
Movement,’ explains Howie, another Donga. ‘There was Earth ی‎ ፲ E ከእ. ጋ ee ፡ 
First! but that was quite remeved from actually living on the land. de 1 | 
The spirit of the pretest on the Down spread much further than d JC ኳያ d o 
Hampshire. The feeling was that if they could bulldoze Twyford : NUS SUR X 3 
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Howie believes that it was music that Marked IO - : 556" - 
the change. ‘Demos used te be quite 1 E p . 
heavy things to get involved with,’ 
he says. ‘But Twyford wasn’t about F D ai 
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land. We brought drums, we sang, : $ i 
we danced. It was More of a celebra- ۱ Ld F 
tion that a protest.’ Howie echoes the 5 ም 
feelings ef many envirenmentelists. 
lon of us has any faith in the political 
system. All parties are as bad as each ae. 
ether. But our experiences gave us 3 EE 
tribal spirit that completely threw the 

forces working against us.’ 
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a %5 %. — ገ 
A tribal gathering at St. ۷, 
© Photograph by Iligel Dickinson. 
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Indra continues. ‘It’s making light of semething that's so devastating to u 
all. There's no point in being depressed. We're young, we've got energy. We 
have to stand up for ourselves. Violence only breeds violence,’ Indra adds. - 
‘With all the things that have happened to us, it’s a miracle that we don’t get 
violent. But we know there is a better way.’ 

Perhaps the strongest argument in faveur of non-violent direct action is it’s 


spirit. All that anger stored up inside can be channelling into a 
positive, constructive approach to seme of the Major issues ef 


eur tiMe. These new tribes personify the ethos behind DIY culture, in other 
words, there's ne peint sitting around complaining about things. If you want 
change, you've get to get off your arse and Do It Yourself. 
But it's net only the ece-warriers who are waking up. Communities all over the 
country are quietly gathering together and taking bach con- 
trol. Even the Sunday Times has picked up on this shift in 
seciety. In a far-reaching article by [Martin Jacques, 
former editor of Marxism Today, the paper focusses 
on how Modern politicians have set a new precen- 
JA ይ dent for Mediocrity. ‘They stand before us like the 
Qv 2 emperor with ne clothes,’ he writes, ‘Stripped ef the aura which 
p S once protected them.’ Jacques goes en to conclude: 
‘Fewer and fewer people believe in the party as a vehicle 
fer change and as an object ef their activities and affec- 
tions... The formal boundaries of politics are dissolving. The 
politic al world ef parties and state has been invaded by a 
vast range of institutions from civil society; from charities to 
women’s groups, from cultural bodies to EnvironMental erganisa- 
uim, dun of which can beast far higher levels of mera 
and 529#፳ሪ599ጻ and which are almost invariably ar More 
۱ ۱ "NS their for Ss of Mo nisafien and 


Wily.‏ یر 


This change May be clouded by day 
to day Politics out have ne doubi, 
these are exciting times. Whether 

you believe in end-ef-millenium pre- 

dictions er just plain gut-feeling, 

there is something in the 

air. Thanks to the likes of 
the Dongas and the grow- 
ing nuMber of tribes, we 
have been shown a new 
way: a kind of quiet reve- 
lution. itis eur duty te act 
on eur beliefs too. The 

` message from the eco- 
warriors is clear: You ain't 
seen nething yet. 


F or mere information abeut cam- 
paigns in your area contact: Read Alert! - 
the national information centre formed oy members of 
the Dongas Tribe. Road Alert! also publishes a very excellent - 
news sheet ወበ current campaigns around the country. PO Box 371, 
Southampton, ۲۱3۱۱۵, 


At the end ef last summer, the frent line 
ef the anti-reads Movement shifted to 
T . Wanstead and Leytonstone in east 
‘me. 4 London. Anew tribe ef eco-war- 
ieee iors Came together te try and step 
E the censtructien ef a £20 mil- 
" Ap. coms lien link read which will cut 
(sai J stralght through the local cemmunit 
س‎ E WE ی‎ መ. 


umeris sn 11 ENL direct action protests have wen the campaigners froni page 


Coverage. Miss Ped joined them en the freni line te 961 the inside 
story. 
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King,’ said the voice en the answerphone. 0 
The alarm clock hed been set fer 0 out 
dy news of the Battle of George 


This is your conscience 9 
‘Alen at George Green. Get out of bed! 
“pd slept right through it. was 8.30 and 79 

۱ ‘Green was being broadcast en national rədio. 
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D-locked female 53 bach 
protester grimaces 
as she is cut loose. 


ave some 


12 PHOTOS: NIGEL DICKINSON ECO-WARRIOR CARRYING A TRIBAL STAFF 


NE Protester 
‘ne ef eco-warriers had been play- / ay WT 
|) XeB و‎ ‘Earth First!’ 


| campaigners and a new ۲ 
logo on his helmet. 


d bulldoze’ with the Departme 


ad been squatted inana | 
* p of 30 or.40 people had gathered outside half 


d were busy replacing floorboards, sta 

en ripped eut oy the read builders in ማቸ 
uninhabitable. In 2 cerner house hal a 

3 below a giant hele in the ceiling; an 

p the rain coming in. Afew et 
g a tree Over (ከዩ peeling paint work 


The alliance of loca 
ing a game ef ‘squat an 
‘compulsory purchase house 
demolition men moving in. A grou 
ouses in Dyers Hall Road an 

cases 200 joists that had be 

a bid to Mahe the houses 

people were OUSy brewing tE 

a hanging from a joist te E | 
ne was up a ladder paintin 


nt ef Transport. Rows of 
tempt to stop the 


a dozen ከ 


umorell 
0 ۵۷۷۲۱, 9 ' 
t was pretty clear from the start, that this campaign had oe vim رو ری‎ e 
ihe tribes. [Members of the Dongas Tribe had joined Mes with membe a "P . 
i tewcastle’s Flowerpot Tribe, €arth First, and a new alliance of dm ን S F- 
mitted themselves te the campaign full time. E SA 
from the loc al people E ag 


S LE ርን ve. 
=>. OS 


had Moved in to squais and com 


Gne of the Most extraordinary houses was a few roads down. 
"x "59 The end of terrace house belonged to Mich, a long-time 


‘ [Leytonstone resident in his late fifties. With the help ef fellow 
: campaigners he had literally turned his heme inte a fortress. 
All the windows had been sealed with Corrugated iren and 
reinferc ed with a fan ef metal girders and railway sleepers. 
Inside the front door was a heavy wooden shutter propped up 
by a scaffold pole. ‘As seen as there's any sign of the bulldozers, you just 
oull away the pole and the shutter comes down over the front door,’ [Mic K 
explained with a glint in his eye. 


- ወበ the landing, 3 large 
በርከ invaders. 


the hole,’ Mich e 


their arms thr 
ix ወህ 
Wrists ዘገ the Middle. ۲6۱ 
down the wall 


Xpolaineg. ‘Then 


aroung yOu to get 


8 
Tithe = NOSE where a 


Protester with 
"NO MONSTROUS MOTORWAY 
on his hat. 


AND SHIELD MADE FROM A VAUXHALL HUB-CAP. 


Afew weeks later, attention tumed te Geerge Green, a mile or 
se up the read in Wanstead at the ether end ef the read-scheme. 
The ፲ሻ11 link weuld cut straight acress the green and the greup 
had built a tree heuse in a 200-year-eld sweet chestnut tree. 
Lecal scheel kids had jeined in te dec orate the tree’s branches 
with tinsel and ribben. 

When werkmen started te build high weeden hearding 
around the Green, the campaigners meved in and Managed te 
pull it all dewn again. Again kids helped replace the small area 
ወየ grass where bulldezers had already started werk and tu rned it 
inte a ‘peace garden’ with plants denated frem a lecal nursery. 

These small delays may seem insignificant en their ewn, but 
the campaigners have a clear view ef what they are trying te de. 
‘Every delay causes و‎ drain en the finances ef the DeT's £23 bil- 
lien natienal read building scheme, gets the whele issue raised in 
the media and hepefully puts eff ether centracters frem taking en 
similar werk,’ says Phil, a member ef the Dengas 
Tribe. 

The sweet chestnut tree seen became ene of the 
mest impertant symbels ef the anti-reads pretest. 
In the High Court, the campaigners had wen 3 
significant case by claiming that the tree was. 


`. delivered by the Pest Office te a specially 
made letter bex in its branches. It was the 
first tree heuse in legal histery te be officially 
recognised by the British Courts. The cam- 
paigners Managed te delay the destruction 
ef George Green while the Department ef 
Transpert had te ge threugh the precess ef 


መፖሯፎ OL ۰ e . A 
Sprer op 1495 purum Tho for fhe getting a fermal eviction erder. 


In the end theugh, the campaigners knew 
Hof ^^10c that the bulldezers would meve in. A tip- . 
eff came inte the campaign efficethat — . c a 
pelice were geing te meve in before ፻ pU 
dawn en Tuesday 7th December last 
year. By early evening en the 6th, pee- i 


ple were already gathering areund a fire 


Ds ም ረረረሪ መኃ ሪሪ፡ኃራሠ Pid ውዓ 
፡ را‎ EE መመጋ፡ሠሠ ሠ ምን. ሪፖ 
2 وی ی‎ ምሪ از وس‎ ነራ cL JP Je h 
eA fhe pa TU iae s. Le z/ و‎ legal dwelling because a letter had been 
ንቻ መረረ for pote arid vou tte. 
Cite, the Lh ns بسچ‎ ሪራ 

ND Denem bon Should Crave Aone j 


A4 
herr ሪ“ፎ- wore 7 ፖራፇሥጋዎን- ha ined C72 ote 


Ly‏ سم 
of hes ጮጮ“ ^£, 6 C7 mU e e forz, Spn‏ 
ረ“ መወሠን to ሩ2 ፊ‏ مسوسو سس Les LÁ We‏ 
Cite De.‏ 


LL A ocs, ራፌሬ tbat es ጋዚ ምረ ፖረ 


ut despite this, the campaigners seems te have the 
dedication of people whe knew, despite the 005, that 
they are deing semething they believe in. ‘Vou get 
used te it,’ says Susie whe came te Leytonstone te 
jein a day ef actien and decided te stay. ‘It’s net just a 
pretest, it's a symbel ef eur times. People have had 
enough ef unwanted reads being ferc ed en their c em- 
munities.What we've get here is the energy and the time te physically 
de semething here and new.’ 

Later that evening, many ef the campaigners met up at a nearby 
squat. A dezen er se peeple with drums and 2 5 gathered 
areund a fire in the back garden. It seemed a pretty peac eful scene 
but it belied the enermeus pressures the campaigners were under. Try 


erganising 3 full-scale operation peo 
Sree 


while living hand te meuth with a 
dezen ether peeple, in a squat 

that could be demolished temor- 
rew, with ne preper heating er elec- 
tricity and hestility frem peeple whe 
haven't get further than the ‘dirty 
squatters’ phase, and ሃ9ህ 1] see 
what I Mean. 

But it wasn’t just their living cen- 
ditiens. Around the fire, they teld of 
the time invisible attackers had 
smashed up cars parked in the 
streets where campaigners were liv- 
ing; the numereus occasions they 
had been arrested fer extraerdinary 
offences like ‘damaging a piece ef 
string’; and the night when a greup 
claiming te be members ef the fas- 
cist-greu p Combat 18 burst inte a 
campaigners squat. 

But there were seme pesitive 
stories tee. Like the ene abeut the 
security guard whe jacked in his 
job patrelling the main read-cen- 
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p መ፦/ሯሠጋ።ፎና /S ex £ መታጋ ሥሪ Lo gw. f. at the base ef the tree. Banners had 
Of fag, tla dress eit fe ወ E been put up areund it. ‘THE NHS IS | 
ተ ረ ረ fen oc ED DYING. SCHOOLS ARE CLOSING. PUB- E 
W fo OIL CG Olar 3 
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d OD + rr hpi, ረ ۱ ۱۵۱۲۷۷۵۹۲6۵0 ON THE M11. @thers g‏ و ی 
alive Lhal Le Clef ሪን dci aene S727 out it mere simply, ‘DRIVING ፐወ i‏ 
WORK? YOU MUST BE CHOKING ۱‏ ہے ےط Te y Are Pero,‏ 
Hef Mone bv ban E ሪራ ሪራ መያ ታን ይራ i steed by a placard saying, ۱‏ 
‘STOP POLLUTING, SHARE ores‏ 
COMMUTING. "‏ 


3 letter to the sweet chestnut tree taken ftom ‘Pear Tree’ 
a booklet of 400 letters of goodwill sent to the sweet chest 
mt tee on George Green. 
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structien site te join the campaign 
and anether abeut Jean, the lecal 
|ወ|[ፀ9ፀ lady, whe been sacked fer 
jeining in a pretest in her uniferm 
and whe went en te become ene 
ef the campaign’s Mest eutspeken 


supperters. ‘Whether they're good er 
bad, all these things bring us cleser 


tegether,’ said ene campaigner 


watching the sparks frem the fire swirl up inte the night sky. 


cv anc POWERFUL BUT WE ARE JUSTIFIED 


A red alert had been put eut natienwide and as the “At 3am, areund 200 pelice officers arrived te remeve seme of the 150 deri 
evening pregressed, the numbers began te swell. It whe were guarding the 250-year-eld sweet chestnut tree. Most ef the pretesters were 
felt Mere like a party than preparation fer battle. sitting peacefully with their arms linked : 
Peeple get eut their drums, penny-whistle, they areund the tree. A few had linked them- - HEY ul WOU \ ር ሂሂ q M. É 
danced, chanted and wheeped as the night drew in. selves inte a ring areund the tree trunk by ፡ wc ሼሽ 
| stayed fer a few heurs watching and listening. putting their arms threugh steel tubing. 2 : | : 
Several lecal residents arrived with bags ef feed and @thers were in the tree itself, guarding the 
supplies. ther simply came ever te give their suppert tree heuse which had been eccupied 
and warm themselves by the fire. But the mest increo- threugheut the preceding menth, despite 
ible thing I saw that evening was when a weman in 3 freezing weather cenditiens and snew. 
wheelchair appeared at the ether end ef the Green. 'Pretesters were outraged by the level 
She made it half way acress the grass by pushing the ef brutality inflicted by the pelice as they 
ir with her crippled feet. When we speited her, cleared people eut ef the way. 5 db 
ston dii see if she was all right but she were dragged away witheut warning - ene had his face punched, smashing his glasses. 
refused any effers ef help. As she came cleser to the After about an heur ef scuffles, pelice had the tree surreunded and started te PN id 
fire, she pulled eut و‎ handful ef luncheen veuchers reinfercements te cerden it eff. There were new abeut 200 pretesters ን 300 ۰ | 
and effered them as a denatien te the campaign. Adrian Shert, a freelance phete-jeurnalist, new takes up the story. Kt become send 
As yeu knew, I missed the beginnings ef the Battle eus that the pelice had planned te take the site as quickly as رو جروت‎ daylig t 
ef George Green. But in a newsletter titled News Frem and were prepared te use brute ferce and strength ef numbers te achieve their sd 
The Wanstead F rent Line, the campaigners recall the Many pretesters were left bruised and bleeding as the pelice pushed and then punche 
scene. their way teward the trunk. Gne weman was badly injured as twe pelicemen dragged 
her face-dewn by her ankles threugh the remains ef 
the fire. A pelice Chief Inspector, when asked fer first 
EC ۱ aid assistance, respended, "She's yeur mate - yeu 
تا‎ Ey : + 0 Xy. | | call an ambulance.” 
a Cao ... ሸመ. IY . -. ov - The defenders ef the tree held eut fer twe heurs 
3 Eu e Fe -before the police were able te gain centrel of the 
Du "E. UR E EE : tree and it teek a further twe before they were able 
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Perhaps mest distressing ef all the 
things I saw that day came areund ۰ 
Gne of the sheriffs climbed dewn ente the 
central branches and attempted te saw 
threugh a branch with a tree-squatter still 
sitting en it. When the squatter turned 
reund te try and fend him eff, the sheriff 
lashed eut with the saw. 


Semeene scream. Suddenly 
the branch breke and the squatter 
fell with it. His fall was breken by 
the reef of the tree house, which in 
tum gave way. He began te slide 
dewn again until mercifully one of 
the ether squatters Managed 19 


catch his arm. 
Gne eld gent went up te the ring ef 


police areund the tree and pointed up 
te the sitters. 'Yeu're facing the wreng 
way officer,’ he said pelitely. ‘Look 
behind yeu. The real crime is geing en 
behind yeur back and yeu're deing 
nething abeut it.’ Meanwhile a second 
sheut came frem the eppesite end ef 
the green. ‘The digger's 9۲ The 
digger!’ Again peeple began te lie 
dewn in its path. As more scuffles 
broke out, ene of the security men in 
the ring areund it fell underneath. 
Beth his legs were breken. 


By early afterneen, all the 
squatters had been removed 
frem the tree and the digger had 
advanced. Everything suddenly 
went very still. There was an 
everwhelming feeling ef serrew as its great 
amm raised up and crashed dewn en the branches. Several wemen ! 
screamed. There was a feeling ef total helplessness. The symbelism | 
was everwhelming. Here was the brute ferce ef the state crashing 
down en the tree and in effect, us. Metal gouged inte weed. Great 
chunks were tern eut. In what seemed like a matter ef minutes, the 
sweet chestnut lay in a ragged heap on the greund, a great weeden 
cerpse surreunded by a sea ef black helmets. 


The attack then tumed en a greup ef plane trees at the far 
end ef the Green where mere tree-squatters had been waiting all 
day. Theba, a 22-year-eld, had been clinging ente a branch 80ft 
- up in a plane tree. As she was hauled eff by twe sheriffs in 
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: CIE E oo e Theba was defiant. ‘We may have lest the tree but it’s still 
Rie و‎ RENG ' + 
E v ر‎ a triumph fer us because we shewed just what kind of 
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x E C peeple we re having te deal with The pelice began te look 
Po EO pretty sheepish. It was beceming clear that the situation 
..* was eut ef centrel. 
The message that has ceme acress clearly frem 
ig these protests is that yeu den't necessarily have te 
EO EE threw yeursclf in frent ef a bulldezer. Phil ۵ 
explains, ‘It’s impertant fer peeple to understand that 
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Just by being there and giving us their supper, they 
are playing an impertant rele.’ 
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۱ NC c a cherry-picker, she cried eut. ‘My arm was wrenched 
ux ው. na « when they grabbed me and the small benes in my elbow 
aaa ARES were breken,’ She later explained. Despite her injury, 


ES v SE. X. they sheuld only de what they feel comfertable deing. 
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By that time, the press was there in ferce. It was a 
strange scene te say the least. Peeple steed areung in a 
large outer ring, drumming, singing, chanting. A cherus 
started up ef a chant that has virtually become syneny- 
meus with the tribes. ‘We are the old people, we are the 
new peeple. we are the same people, strenger than ۱ 
before.’ Meanwhile seme were having a rant at the pelice. ጆ 
Shouts ef su ppert went up te the tree-sitters whe smiled 
and waved bach. Anether chant went up, ‘You can't kill 
the spirit, yeu can't kill the spirit, yeu can't kill the spirit ef 
the Dragen.' Peeple hugged each ether. There was an 
everwhelming feeling ef warmth ameng the crewd, a seli- 
darity. We felt streng and te be henest a let less silly than 
the rings ef pelice whe steed helding ente the backs ef 
the each ethers trousers as if they were getting ready te 


de seme strange cenga. 
Just after 10am, a shiver ran threu gh the crewd. ‘The 


cherry picker!’ someone shouted, peinting tewards the 
end ef the Green. Autematically, the atmesphere 
changed. Peeple began te surge tewards the read. 
Quick, this way,’ we were urged. Around the comer, a 
large hydraulic platform edged tewards us, surreu nded 
by yellew-jacketed security men. 

Almost instinctively, people began te lie dewn in 
its path. Each time they were picked up and dragged 
(9 one side by the police, they ran reund te the frent 
ef the line and lay dewn again like an ece-versien ef 
tag. ‘Watch eut, someone shouted. "They're using 
oressure points.’ Several protesters unsuccessfully 
ran at the ring ef security guards around the picker in 
an attempt te crawl underneath. Pelice tempers 
flared. ወበዩ officer | saw attempted te pu nch eut at 3 
pretester before being restrained by his colleagues. 
Several wemen sat watching the scene with tears 
streaming dewn their faces. 


Despite the lines of bedies on the read, the police pres- 
ence was everwhelming and again, the picker edged ferward 
tewards the green. But then an unfereseen blessing came eur 
way. The picker had scarcely ۵ the Green when it. — 
became stuck in the mud. ‘It’s earth magic,’ semeene 0 
Tow we knew why it rained se hard last night.’ Suddenly, as 
the picker’s driver tried te meve ferward, the machine jumped 
backwards, knecked ever a female pretester. She lay en the 
greund metienless. Cries went up, ‘Call an ambulance.’ 

An heur later, the picker had edged ferward far eneugh te lift twe 
sheriffs up te the nearest tree squatter in the e qnd 
tree's branches. From below it leeked like the — ay 
sitter surrendered witheut resistance. Then we 

saw why. As seen as he was pulled inte the 
olatferm, he pulled free and began te crawl up 
aleng the hydraulic arm. When he reached the 
joint ef the arm, he teek eut a pair ef handcuffs 
and lecked himself en. Mere wheeps came frem - 


the crowd. 
We were sure that the eperation weuld have - 


te step while they remeve him. But the picker 
moved forward again, the remaining squatters 
leaping frem branch te branch in a bid te > 
escape its advances. Finally a sec end squatter ui 
was lifted eff but he struggled se much the e 
sheriffs couldn't haul him ente the platform. 
They held him by his arms as he dangled in € 
mid-air, nething between him and the ground 50 Rae: EERE 
R below. ‘Yeu can't de that, someone SSE SNR 
screamed up at them. Mere cries ef ‘shame’ 

rese from the crewd: ‘Nething’s changed since Rebin 
Heed, has it?’ a pensioner remarked te her friend. 
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oF Declaration of Independence from the people of Wanstonia - "1 

"uu. Jn response to the threat of their homeland posed bu the construction 4 ፲ይ 

7 of the 711۱۱ Link Road. 3S B 
When in the course of human cucnts, it becomes ncecssaru für onc people to dissolve the political bonds 
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which have connected them with another, a decent respect to the opinions of mankind requires that they ii 
should declare the cause which impel them to the separation. We, the inhabitants of J105 two to ከፒ... 
Cambridge Park Road and also Nos one hundred and six Eastern Avenue, in Wanstead, do solemn? 7 
declare oursclucs to forthwith absolucd of all allegiance to the British Crown and our territory tobe an: ፤ 
Independent Free Arca, henecforth to be known as Wanstonia. We take this step with great reluctant . ; 


inflicting uct another unncccssaru, unpofMar and dccplu destructive road scheme on our locality, is show. gi -፡ 
ing inadeguate regard for environmental concerns or für the housing needs of its populus. = 


(Our causes are these: That our houses. Gardens, tree buwaus, open spaces and indeed | 
all that we hold dear in our domain are to ሀር utterly destroyed to make wav for the Hl Link Road; ፡ ፪ 
Chat far from linking localitirs together, this motorway will cause brutal scucrance to the communities of ። ፤ 
Levton, Levtonstone and Wanstead; That this road is constructed primarily for the benefit of those 
commercial interests known collectiuclu as the ‘reads lobbu'; That this road has been imposed on us, not 
through reasonable and fair process of consultation but through a weighted sustem of ‘public enquiry’ in 
which the British Government, with unlimited acccss to taxpaucr's money, with unlimited powers to - 
ae select judge and ሀከ and with unlimited authority to determine the criteria and terms of reference of the - 
ET inguiru, can engineer a derision through process that bears no resemblance to what we and most and of 
DE ow ^ the rest of thc world consider to be democracy. And Finally that our right to protest peacefully against - 
| æ UC abuse of our rights and the right of the community have been met with undue and sometimes vicious: 
۱ መጨ foree and pernicious usc of underhand tactics. 
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© We therefore and more generally maintain: Thar the renting construc * "ብይ 
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tion of motoruJaus, red routes, cut and cover tunnels and all other proposed conduits for high-speed traffic ^^ 
15 incompatible with the pursuit of sustainable environmental policies; this same infrastructure will 8010۲ ۰. ፳ 
ate uct more of the veru traffic that it is ostensibly designed to alleviate; and that this traffic will further ` a 

impair the health and restrict the freedom of those who arc permitted to remain living in its vicinity. - ፪ ሻ 


We hold these truths to be scIf-coidcnt: That the protection of the environ ۱ 
B ment takes precedent over infrastructural development; That the provision of homes takes precedent over = ፣ 
E? the provision of roads to seror those homes; That facilities provided for pedestrians, cuchsts and public አ 
E transport users take precedent over those provided for the usc of private motor uchicics; And that the t 
z interests of local communities take precedence over the opinions of remote political decision makers. : 


finally: We therefore call on all people who share these ideals and aspirations to come to the 
defene of this new domain, so that it mau in time become the seed of the Confederation of Independent 
p Frec Areas, cmboduing our common concerns to protect and preserve our local, national and global cnoi- ۱ 
ی‎ T ronments. For support of this declaration, with a firm reliance on the protection of the International = ።- 73 
| Community, we mutually pledge to cachother our tives, our fortunes and our honour. e ቋ 
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The calm before the storm. Protesters (top) keep watch on the roof of number 
10 as dawn arrives. Dozens of others occupy every available space inside and out 
bottom) in a bid to stop the houses being torn down. 
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WANT SOMETHING DONE . 


with two people inside. Their arms are concreted into a fridge. 

I read the press release and learn that 700 police deployed for this 
operation. 

12.05 - A large crowd of ejected protesters and local supporters has 
gathered behind the police cordons. Someone throws an egg at 
police. He is strongly reprimanded by two protesters. 

12.30 - nos 8 and 10 have been cleared. Someone is walked out by 
two police officers with a large chunk of chimney attached to his 
arm. 

1.25 Claws of digger appears between two houses. 

1.30 Cherry picker works its way along no 8’s roof. Slates crash 
down. ‘No MII' chants start up again. Several roof-sitters slip and 
nearly fall off. One bloke's fall only stopped by a chimney. People 
being chucked out and walked through police cordon to cheering 
crowds. ‘It’s like the end of a marathon,’ someone says. 

3pm - No 10b collapses in a pile of rubble and dust. 

6.20 - Everything has disappeared. A thin mist of dust surrounds the 
only remaining structure - the people in the tree house. Demolition 
men finally manage to remove them and the tree is cut down. 

These are only two incidents in a series of events that have occurred 

at the No M11 Link Campaign. In March, Operation Roadblock 

began in Wanstead. The aim was to get people to donate a day of 

their lives to help hold up work for a month. On the first day 

swarms of people, many. dressed in white lab overalls, pushed down 

barbed wire and climbed over hoarding surrounding the site where 

Wanstonia once stood. A dozen climbed up onto huge cranes and 

obstructed work for the day. 

The campaign's most direct gesture came when Transport Minister 

John MacGregor woke up one spring morning to find five protesters 

on his roof. They unfurled a huge banner of a motorway and the 

words, 'M11 Link Return To Sender.' 

Two new States of Leytonstonia and Euphoria sprung up following 
the destruction of Wanstonia. Claremont Road became the central 
focus in April when a new fortress was made along an almost entire 
road of squats. All the upstairs walls along the line of terraced 
houses were knocked into one long corridor. An ‘Art House’ 

exhibition centre was also set up in one of the centre houses. 

Nearb", the Dongas had set up camp complete with benders and mini 

Stonehenge in a small area of threatened woodland. 

In June the bender camp was trashed too. Claremont Road, with its 
heavy fortification will probably have been demolished by the time 
you read this. 


It’s almost certain that the Campaign will not halt the M11 link road. 


But the warriors of Wanstead and 
Leytonstone have managed to 
cause serious financial losses. In 


/ REALISED THEN—/F YOU 
THEN YOUVE GOT TO DO IT 


the first seven months of YOURSELF — DIRECT ACTION 
/5 THE ANSWER — 


construction, the contractors had 
only managed to complete two 
months work. 

Like many of the anti-roads 
campaigns growing up around 
Britain, the M11 issue is typical. 
There are still local residents who 
want the road to go ahead. This 
is understandable as the 
congestion is a nightmare. “We 
don’t blame people for thinking 
this, says Phil. “But we want 
people to have the whole picture. 
They’ve been fed information 


the rosy picture. What we're 
saying is that in the long term, 
the local people will be worse 
off. More roads means more 
traffic, more pollution, more 
chaos. We have to make the 
Government see that they’re on a 
road to nowhere.’ 


HIT THE BASTARDS 
WHERE IT HURTS --- 
AN THE WALLET — 


from the DoT which only gives 


THE BATTLE 985 ۵ 


The next major confrontation came a few months later when the 
campaingers squatted a row of houses along Cambridge Park Road, 
(the next slice of land to be eaten up by the M11), and declare it the 
Independent Free Area of Wanstonia. A special written declaration 
issued to the press captured the spirit of. the eco-warrior (see 
illustration). ^ Wanstonia lived for several months before the 
bulldozers again move in. 

It was still dark when I arrived at around 5am on the morning of 
February 16th. The three remaining villas were choc-a-bloc with 


people. In one front garden a tree house (with a specially constructed - 


gangplank leading from a bedroom window) was packed with people. 
More sat on the roofs, window sills, porch roofs, anything with a 
vaguely stable surface. 

The banner brigade had been busy again. Huge multi-coloured signs 
were strung across the front of the houses: 'Mr MacGregor How 
Would You Feel If This Was Your Home?’, ‘Chestnut 
Rising, Railcards Not Roads, 'Wanstonia Welcomes 
Careful Drivers. ‘Let London Breathe.’ A strange UV spider 
hung out of an upstairs window above an old 2CV car half buried in a 
ditch between two houses. The Union Jill, the eco-warriors flag, 
flapped angrily from the top of a chimney. 

Dawn arrived all to quickly. Inside, you could see nervous faces 
pressed against windows and the sound of penny whistles and 
drumming competing with the noise of the first commuter traffic. On 
the stroke of 7am, someone shouted, "The road blocks have started.’ 
Indeed, the whole road had suddenly gone strangely quiet. Two 
police road blocks at either end had stopped all cars coming through. 
The calm was pierced by shrill whistles coming from everywhere. 
The sound of drumming reverberated off the surrounding walls. 

Here's how my diary went: 

7.10 - From nowhere, 15 riot vans have rolled up the road. Whoops, 
shouting, tension. A chant begins, ‘No more roads. No more roads’. 
The sheriff cruises up and down the strip in a van, shouting through 
a loud hailer, ‘Leave the premises now.’ From the end house an air 
raid siren starts up. Giggles all round. I bump into Michelle, one of 
the Flower Pot Tribe ( a protest group from Newcastle who tried in 
vain to stop a bypass cutting through Jesmond Dene, a local park an 
nature trail. ‘There are loads of people in there. At least 20 have 
concreted their arms into oil drums, fridges and stuff,’ she tells me. 
They’re going to have a job removing this lot.’ 

The Press pack and me have been herded behind a cordon. ‘This is 
what it takes to build a road in 1994,’ someone shouted down from 
the tree house. 

7.24 - Riot police begin to swarm up to the middle house. Half a 
dozen attempt to break down the door of No 8 but it resists. Derisory 
laughter from the tree. Police produce a sledgehammer, door still 
refused to budge. 

At number 10, the door begins to hift after 10 minutes hammering. 
‘That’ll confuse them,’ says Michelle. There's no staircase.’ 
Bleating permeates from the tree house. Suddenly, the sound of 
smashing glass is everywhere. The gangplank to the tree house is 
removed, to stop police reaching the tree-sitters. More whoops, an 
ARRIVA! and bells ringing. Security men began to arrive with 
ladders. 
8.00 - More smashing glass. Riot police begin to bring out a few 
protesters. ‘You wont laugh when your kids are dying from 
pollution,’ someone shouts down from the roof. A mournful penny 
whistle starts up. More questions: ‘How many of you are going to get 
asthma?’ ‘Do you want to get Mad Car disease?’ 

10.30 A tree creaks and fall to the ground at number 2. There are 
still at least half a dozen people sitting on the roof and a bulldozer 
has already broken through the side wall. Appeals to protect the 
roof-sitters' safety are ignored. 

10.35 Cherry picker lifts demolition men up to roof of number 8. 
Tiles flying everywhere. Mick attempts to fend off sledgehammer 
with his foot. Sledgehammer hits his foot instead of tiles. Michelle 
tells me that at the top of number 2, one room is completely sealed 
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“Civil disobedience 
on grounds of 
conscience 15 an 
honourable 
tradition in this 
country and those 
who take part in it, 
may in the end be 
vindicated by 
history." 
Lord Justice 
Hoffman, summing 
up in the Twyford 
Down case. 
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JANUARY 1994 The Government is urged to rethink its 
strategy for widening the M25 after a stockbroker-belt 
rebellion. Local communities and environmental groups . 
promise high-level resistance if work to create a 14 lane 
super-highway goes ahead. 
On Panorama, Chertsey and Walton MP Sir Geoffrey 
Pattie said of the scheme for a super-highway, ‘It made 
us all sit back and say - where is this policy leading us? 
Why are they actually doing this? It’s so startling, it 
forces you to stand back and say does this make sense? 
And then you start talking to people, who say, well, 
actually, 1 don’t think it makes sense either.’ (Shame 
Sir Geoffrey doesn't talk to people more often.) 
FEBRUARY 1994 
Protesters manage to stop a Sainsbury's supermarket 
being built on a piece of untouched countryside outside 
Yeovil, Paddy Ashdown's constituency. The Protesters 
squat an empty Tescos supermarket in town and 
suggest that Sainsbury's do the decent thing and open 
their new branch there. Sainburys begin to sweat when 
the campaigners launch an ethical shoplifting exercise. 
Sainsburys finally backs down. No thanks to Paddy 
Ashdown. 
MARCH 1994 
Victory and disappointment. The government does a 
major U-turn and announces it is to drop 49 road 
schemes, a third of its total roads programme, saving £3 
billion. A further 69 are deferred for at least 10 years. 
But some of the most controversial schemes which 
affect homes, heritage, landscape and wildlife remain 
firmly in the roads programme. Road protesters vow to 
step up their campaign. This is rearranging the deck 
chairs on the Titanic, says Fiona Reynolds, director of 
the Council for the Protection of Rural England. 
Transport Secretary John MacGregor says work on 80 of 
the remaining schemes would be given priority and 
speeded up. He adds that more attention would be paid 
to environmental concerns in the future!! 
JUNE 1994 
The government announces a two-year delay in 
deciding whether to build the £300 million M62 relief 
road in Greater Manchester . During a consultation 
period, 18,000 letters were sent. in suggesting 
alternative proposals. Thell mile, six lane highway 
would mean the demolition of 370 homes. Roads 
Minsiter Robert Key denies the delay is promopted by 
local protests. David Sumberg, Conservative MP for 
the marginal seat of Bury South says. We have won a 
battle, if not the war." 


We are not alone. The European Union wants to spend 
more than £800billion on creating 12,000kms of 


motorway in the next 20 years. Pollution emissions are - 


expected to increase by 30 to 80 per cent. 

In the Valley of the Aspe in Southern France, armed riot 
police stand guard round the clock on a site for a 
motorway that will cut through the last remaining 
colony of European bears in the Pyrenees. A local 
teacher and protester said, ‘For daring to protest, we 
have had to endure the most frightful attacks from the 
riot police, complete with truncheons and CS gas.’ 
Switzerland is the only country which has officially 
objected to the scheme. Through its system of direct 
democracy, (which allows its citizens to change or 
reverse Government policy through referendums) the 
road-building mania has been sabotaged. In February, 
voters unilaterally banned all foreign lorries from 
travelling through their territory. 

Empower yourself. Join the eco-war before it's to late. 
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THE ROAD TO CHANGE 
BEGINS WITH THE 
INDIVIDUAL 


Not everyone feels that front-line protest is for them. But 
that's not to say that we can't all make an important 
contribution in some ۰ 

It’s a question of finding what you feel comfortable with. 
The most difficult part is taking the first step. But it's also 
the most empowering. The first time I stood up and planted 
a ‘I Don’t Want A Dose From Thorp’ sticker on the tube, It 
was exhilarating. I’d broken through the barrier or guilt 
and self-consciousness. It was a tiny act but a positive one 
and the people sitting around me smiled. The more you do, 
the better the buzz. And doing is what it’s all about. There 1s 
no more time left to sit around and complain. 


WE ARE THE LAST 
GENERATION 


With the growing fears over the destruction of our natural 
enviomment, it’s very like ly that we are the last generation 
that can change things before it's too late. Month by month 
we're be beautiful pieces of countryside that can never 
be replaced. 

The new Criminal Justice Act will, in effect, outlaw 
peaceful direct action. Many people will be sent to prison 
for trying to save our countryside and communities. The 
antic roads campaigners have already shown their 
commitment to opposing the govemment's road buildin 
scheme. So far, ten people have already been jailed. 
Busker Paul, a member of the Le yu Tribe believes there 
is only one way to go forward, ‘We'll just have to get better 
atit" he says. 

Its become clear that Non Violent Direct Action isn't 
confined to the roads protests. The idea is spreading to 
an extraordinary range of environmental campaigns. 
These range from: 

*Suit Protests - Hippies dressing up in suits and disrupting 
the Annual General Meetings of banks and corporations with 
a barrage of embarrassing ethical questions. 

"Ethical Shoplifting - Filling your supermarket trolley and 
then holding up the queue by refusing to pay on the ground 
that supermarkets destroy local community shops and trade. 
*Bicycle blockades - Blockades held in Oxford, 
Birmingham and London. Main artery roads held up by 9ዑ- 
slow cyclists calling for ‘Bikes before roads’. Disabled 
groups are also using NVDA to campaign for equal rights. 
*Media magnets - i.e. Operation Emily where the Freedom 
Network and friends dressed up as Suffragettes and chained 
themselves to the railings of the Houses of Parliament to 
protest against the Criminal Justice Bill and the erosion of 
democratic rights. 

*Wood Walking - Removing mahogany and other hard 
woods trom furniture stores and withholding them on the 
grounds that the hardwood trade kills rainforest. 

At least in this country, they don't shoot people who are 
brave enough to question the wisdom of the state............. yet. 


NVDA SUCCESSES..... 


JULY 1993 - The movement's first major victory. The 
Department of Transport shelves plans to build a trunk 
road through the middle of Oxleas Woods, London's 
oldest area of woodland after 3,000 local people pledged 
to re-enact the battle of Twyford Down and lie down in 


front of bulldozers. 
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elements of the police force the green 
light to act in an even more short- 
sighted and destructive way. 


STOMPING ON STOMPY 


As society continues to disintegrate, the 
burden on the police force increases. In 
turn, it looks like some sectors of the 
force are cracking. Take the example of 
Stompy the Clown. Stompy, aka 
Richard Stamp, was entertaining a 
crowd of people by the riverside in 
Richmond, Surrey, one day in June. The 
next thing Stompy knew, a police 
officer told him to move on because he 
was, ‘causing a disturbance’. At that 
point a crowd of people was quite 
happily watching Stompy perform and 
he told the officer to, ‘Go jump through 
a hoop.” The next thing he knew he 
was on the ground with the officer on 
his back. When the crowd began to jeer 
at the officer, he radioed for help. The 
whole incident brought in at least nine 
officers, a riot van, panda car and fast- 
response vehicle. One member of the 
crowd was so annoyed by the police’s 
behaviour he took the kevs out of the 
arresting officer’s car and threw them 
in the river! 

It may be that the CJB focusses on the 
fringe elements of societv. But what 
has not been absorbed by the 
mainstream press is the fact that our 
last real democratic right, the right of 
protest and free assembly is being taken 
away from us. 

Not only does the Bill criminalise 
anti-roads campaigners and hunt 
saboteurs but it seriously jeopardises our 
right to express our public anger over 
government policy. Liberty says the 
Bill breaches international human 
rights law. "The provision can be 
applied to a wide range of innocent and 
peaceful protests, including trade union 
pickets, environmental direct action 
against roads and local protests against 
hospital closures,’ says their report. 
Peter Thornton QC, author of Public 
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BILL 
TOO 
FAR 


WARNING! 
YOUR LIBERTY 
IS IN DANGER. 
DON’T EVEN 
THINK ABOUT 
GOING TO A 
FREE 
FESTIVAL, 
SQUATTING A 
BUILDING, OR 
STANDING UP 
FOR YOUR 
RIGHTS: 
YOU COULD 
END UP IN 
PRISON. 


Arm yourself with 
the truth and join 
the fight to Bin 
The Criminal 
(In) Justice Bill... 
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"John Major must have a serious 
complex about his family,' said Zeb, a 
traveller in his early 30s. "Why else 
would he be putting the boot into our - 
alternative culture so hard?' Zeb was 
not the first to bring up this point. 
When John Major committed his party | 
to wiping out the lifestyle of gypsies 
and new age travellers at the 1992 Tory 
party conference, many people felt it 
was the ultimate hypocrisy. Major's 
speech sowed the seeds of part five the 
new Criminal Justice and Public Order 
Bill (CJB), a Bill designed not only to 
stomp all over alternative lifestyles 
but a whole new generation of dissent. 
What seems to have conveniently 
slipped Major's mind is the fact that 
his own father was a showman, a circus 
performer, part of the bohemian side of 
society. If Mr Major-Ball didn't 


But wait. Wade through the clauses of 
Section Five of the Bill and you 
discover the following clause: 'Gypsies 
mean persons of nomadic habit of life, 
whatever their race or origin but does 
not include members of organised groups 
of travelling showmen or persons 
engaged in travelling circuses, 
travelling together as such.’ Double 
standards or what?! 

Liberty, the National Council for Civil 
Liberties, believes the Bill is the 
biggest increase in state powers since 
the Second World War. The fairest you 
can say is that the Bill is a knee-jerk 
reaction to the hysterical tabloid 
coverage of the traveller /festival 
scene. It’s hardly surprising that many 
Middle Englanders are happy to see 
these new laws come into force when 
they read the right-wing press's 
portrayal of Britain's youth as running 
wild, trampling over the countryside 
and deafening right-thinking citizens. 
You might have assumed that, in 
processing this Bill, the Government 
would have bothered to read the 
massive influx of letters and comments 
from charities and pressure groups who, 
at the very least, stressed that the 
laws are adequate as they stand. 

But as usual, the Tories ploughed 
straight in and jumped all over us. 
Same old story. Most worrying of all, 
there are numerous reports from 
squatters, travellers, environmental 
campaigners and more recently, free 
party organisers, claiming that they 
are already subject to unwarranted 
police attention. In many cases 
reported to Pod, the police's presence 
has provoked situations that would 
never have otherwise arisen. The new 
Act will simply give the aggressive 
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ideas from experience. It's just going to make 
people -— They won't care about 
organising things properly because they've 
: nothing to lose. 

t was the same in the 80s after the Battle of 
the Beanfield when the authorities clamped 
down on the travellin ፍን maa The 
gratuitous trashing of travellers left the 
community frightened and demoralised. The 
drug problem shot up in the 80s. What was 
left was a scene that nobody was 
particularly interested in being part of. That q 
could well happen again on a wider scale if ç 
rough.’ = 
Against all this, “ጋ are signs that the real 
festival spirit is coming back. There have 
been many gatherings where there was no 
amplified sound at all - just tribal fires, 
drumming, dancing - which have been held 
totally unnoticed by the police. 

As a response to the threat of the CJB, a 
number of groups and outfits on the 
alternative scene got together to discuss what ~ 
to do. In London, two key networks, the 
Advance Party and the Freedom Network 
were born at the end of last year. 

The Advance Party is made up of a network = 
of sound systems, party organisers and q 
festival folk and formed to focus on how the Û 
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Bill would affect raves and free-festivals. 
Debbi, one of the coreg 
— explains, = 
‘We were fed up with _ 
being pushed around = 
and persecuted. Wed 
formed a civil rightsg 
campaign to support= 
people in their ብ 
chosen lifestyles and O 


T to campaign for 
tolerance ands 
understanding.’ The= 


Advance Party were C 
responsible forg 
organising the Mayz 
Day weekend protest 

march from Hyde Park Y 
to Trafalgar Square = 


which attracted an=' 
estimated 20,000 ፳ 


le. 

Despite the numbers, U 
there was zero media = 
coverage except for the J 
back page of The = 
Guardian. The march 2 
filled up the whole of — 
Park Lane, brought 
together all sorts of 
people - 

including a pedal- 
ea A powered sound system 
| ۱ - and the positive 
nom Myce TS feeling was ቋች 
Isn't it major news when 20,000 people, the 
majority of whom will be made into 

criminals by the CJB, can march peacefully 
through London surrounded by the very 
people who will enforce these new laws? 


FREEDOM NETWORK 


The Freedom Network formed to highlight the 
effect the CJB will have on squatters, 
travellers, hunt sabs and anti-roads 
campaigners. Members of the Network 
include: the Rainbow Tribe, Green Par 
Homelessness Campaign, CoolTan Arts, Tofu g 
Love Frogs, Open Mind ambient party = 
organisers, Reclaim The Streets, Small World = 
video makers, No M11 campaign, Road 4 
Alert!, Advisory Service For Squatters, or 
SQUALL magazine, Earth Firsters, Chill Out = 
records, Hackney Homeless Campaign, 
Exploding Cinema, Save Our Solsbury 
Campaign, Dragon Environmental Group, 
POD and many more. 
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Exhibition, kids areas and excellent 
information stalls, should have been dissed in 
this way. Whatever happened to positive 
reporting? 

Having said that, noise was a problem. Four 
streets back, the sound seemed to get louder. 


See 


sound systems to keep their noise levelsata 5 
tolerable rate but volumes did go up, leaving 
a clash of noise from three different stages all 
in very close proximity. 

I— This was a shame as it drowned out some of 
the most important elements of the festival 

CQ scene; the Space Goats telling their anti-roads 
tales and the Dongas Tribe’s alternative play W 
about St.George and the Dragon. These were 5 
important messages to get across to people 4 
and revived the real spirit of traditional 
festivals. (D 
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I— Julian Rudd was one of the stage organisers 0 


that day. ‘These problems are practical 
CQ problems with practical solutions. Our 
_. problem at the moment is that there is no لل‎ 
= dialogue with the authorities. Obviously መጋ 
CD legal, licensed inner-city events like this are ሣ 
ቧን vital to the future of the festival scene, - 

because the Criminal Justice Bill could wipe ወ 
out everything else. The real problem is that if 
events like these are stopped, then it's going = 
to stop people evolving and developing their 
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It is often noisy and inconvenient. But it 


Non Violent Direct Action is no more an 


4 f a | f mu c : i,“ F ን | E. — NEM did ኤ 
Enuff s Enuff: Rally at Trafalgar Square following a 20,000 strong marc 
There was an attempt by the organisers to get gJ 
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Order Law has said, ‘The right to 
peaceful protest is a traditional and 
legitimate expression of a point of 
view. Peaceful protest is public, open 
and visible. Itis designed to inform, 
persuade and cajole. It may be a 
nuisance, it may even be intended to be. 


is a legitimate form of public 
expression, protected by the European 
Convention on Human Rights.’ 


inconvenience to the community that 
Henley Regatta, Royal Ascot or 
Trooping the Colour, but nobody is 
suggesting outlawing those kinds of 
activities! 


NOISE AND TRASH 


Having said all this, there is one topic that 
has largely been skirted round in alternative 
circles. What makes the moral majority most 
annoyed is noise and litter. The 1992 Avon 
Free Festival at Castlemorton is 
obviously a case in point. Yes, 
there was the much-hyped press 
outrage but at the same time 
there were many die-hard 
travellers who were very 
pissed off by some of the sound 
systems who refused to listen to 
reason and keep their noise 
down. Making some fuckin’ 
noise is one thing but making so 
much noise that you piss 
everyone off - including the 
alternative community - is 
fuckin’ stupid. 
A lot of sound systems have 
realised that keeping a low 
ፈር is the only way to 
eeping in operation. After all 

there's noise and noise. Is it 
necessary to blast the whole 
county? isn’t it a bit of a 
.ፎ damning indictment: the music's 
CD so crap, the only way to get 
—. people buzzing is to deafen 
== them. 
CD The bond that unites us is the 
O fight to save our environment. 
E Party and festival organisers 
have a duty to spread the vibe 
.& of respect for the land. Every 

flyer should have a message 
—. along the lines of "Pick up litter 
== and bury your shit.” 

We're meant to be land lovers we have to 
O show that this isn't just posturing. The most 
= essential point we have to get across to 
eachother is that that a place should be left 
= as it was found - if not ever better! In the 
end we have to show local communities that 
. we can control ourselves; otherwise we will 
have no option but to be controlled by others 
who know nothing about our needs and 
desires. 


HACKNEY HOMELESS 
FESTIVAL 


This year’s Hackney Homeless Festival 
brought the whole issue up again. There 
were two very unfavourable reports in The 
Sun and Daily Mail which blamed the 
festival for the start of a ‘riot’. In fact, the 
incident broke out outside a pub after the 
festival had finished and again police 
completely over reacted to the situation, 
steaming into parents and children as they 
eft Clissold Park. 
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So far it has carried out two successful 
campaigns. Im March, the network 
occupied Artillery Mansions, three 
blocks of 411 flats, the majority of 
which had been empty for 18 years. 
The occupation was to highlight the 
Criminal Justice Bill and the 
criminalisation of squatters. 

In June, a group of 40 Networkers 
launched ‘Operation Emily’. Dressed 
as Suffragettes, they chained 
themselves to the railing of the Houses 
of Parliament to protest against the 
Bill’s erosion of the right to protest. 
More coming soon........ 
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Please get involved. Any of the 
following groups will put you in the 
picture and would be grateful for 
anything you can do to help: whether 
it’s your time, money or imagination. 


GROUPS OPPOSED TO 
THE BILL: 


FREEDOM NETWORK - 
(071) 738-6721. 372 
Coldharbour t በክ London 


ADVANCE PARTY - 
(081) 959-7525. PO BOX 
3290, London NW2 3UJ. 


ROAD ALERT! - 
(0703) 237809. PO BOX 
371, Southampton, Hants, 

SO9 7BS. 


SQUASH 
(Squatters Action For 
Secure Homes) - 
(071) 226 8938. 2 St.Paul’s 
Road, Islington, London N1. 


LIBERTY - 
(071) 403-3888. 21 Tabard 
Street, London SE1. 


FRIENDS, FAMILIES 
AND TRAVELLERS 
SUPPORT GROUP - 
(0258) 453695. 33 
Bryanston Street, Blandford 
Forum, Dorset, DT11 7BS. 


sft VERY BAD PKERM. 


. THIS MUST BE AN HORRIBLE... N /ኤ፡ፖን1፥+ዳ4ድዶራ .-- - 
C55 IB PUST. TRY TO THINK NICE. 


If you have any events 
organised to protests against 
the CJB please inform 
FORGIVE US OUR 
TRESPASSES, who are co- 
ordinating a national register 
of anti-CJB actions. 
(0532) 629427. 16 
Sholebrook Avenue, 
Chapeltown, Leeds, LS7 
3HB. 


C Sotenwty DECREE THAT FRonI my DAY FORTH , You, NELLY 
THE ELtEPHAN/T, AND Att OTHERS LIKE You, SHALL NeT BE 
FERMIITTED Tè CARRY YOVX TRUNKS AROUND THIS COUNTRY p 
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6 Bill! Bin The Bill! Bin The Bill! Bin The Bill! 


: known as the place where pigeons went te die. ۲ ۵۳18 years Artillery 
۲۲۱۵۱596۵05 * ju st dwn to the read frem the Houses of Parliament - has 
። aydd a fashionable residence fer Ministers and peers te 2 derelict eye- 


edom Network mes in. 
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Se 2 ۱۳۳ - 26 Victoria c cM 


F ee PU Forges =: و‎ ۱ E SE E 
O o. ; another multicoloured CBE 2 OSV - - Street was being occupied. But ۶ os 
HONOR ER it was big enough. Seven floors of 52,> ° $ Pf 


“Many ycars, message saying. 8 RPM 
ዎ x eoe. * CULTURAL CLEAITSIEIG. m 9? derelict flats which used to house a 
UN enly eccu- ፳ wA H But perhaps the Most ۱ | 
: es ም. pants of AT AS ee ۰ poignant was [ከ6 Mes- ...: Sem ቼው ላ 
E o i... ARREDO: sage felt strongly oy :: 3... OU ENS 
: cc Artillery Nu x ۰ ‘shernative’ culture and aa ገት... ...... BAAR courtyard behind. Stories quichly -... ገርን ee 2 
oe. 3 Mansion were 3 ns BEE Minority groups alike: a መ s Ne xn went around that ۲۱۵۲۱۱۷ Monroe ig ۳ ی نی‎ 
۱ ور‎ ee 2. ‘LET US BE.’ Bn an میم‎ DES... stayed there together with .. EEE 
tele 3 handful ef sitting ቋው ም 5 B Walking into the building 3 e ለ ይወ and gud as 
: tenants and 9 MA forthe first time felt unre- ዐ0 peers. ees 
2 It wasn't long before the inevitable s 


31. All those plans. all 


.. dezens ef | 
, WM | these meetings and we happened and several police cars 
pes seemed to bE to make M T floor plan that had been ^ . .مرت و‎ vo Meet them, inviting them to COME jin: ; 1 Ah 
SNC ; ላላው... PISSED 0 nd so Many in and have a cup of tea. poo m ማይ 2 
< ever-growing 5 PRS. Limes, k was hairy at the time but despite Si: 
the fact that ıt was a civil Matter and መ ] ነጸ ERA M qoM ao 


ው of dropping en the 


۱ exon. The only major drawback 
ቅው... was that the ‘forward 


occi) 9 the police had no authority to stop 


floors, windows and bal- o | 
: ፡ ቺ | crew’ hadn't been able to ؛‎ people coming and going, we all 
E cenies everleeking Ilew SERER, a» fix the lift in the central | knew the way to get round Il was to 
»oo00999 Scotland ۰ رشن‎ stairwell which Meant that be fluffy! 
ES But en the 18th EXER. wc had to puff up and Æ It worked. Once Detective 
ማው. | B down the seven flights of E Chief Inspector John Whelan 
TONS x. February Artillery | ۱ 3 | 
‘ stairs. ferrying banners, BE. and his superintendent has 
looked around, they left Us to it. 


P ۱۱۵۱05۱۵۱5 5 cups of tea, Musical 105100 - 
were OPENED to a ments, visitors and rubbish from They did however scu pper our 


the cleared estate office on the oress Conference by temporarily 


E different hind ef | n و‎ 
i i top floor to the reception area OD uggi ው du stopping anyone trom coming 
» DOCS ah eto In. Several لاوز‎ malists. radio 


“resident. As Dig 
ی‎ Ben boomed 6 
e'cleck across the 
. reef tops, some 70 5 

16 members and support- 3 
SS ers of the Freedom ው 
=a [letwork unfurled a 


.... the ground floor. 2 


The first few hours were ዘበር redi- and camera crews came in later 


that day and Squatiand 0 
became a news item. Articles 


could almost hear the sound of ቁዳ... in the Evening Standard. Time 


....ሙ- 70-odd heartbeats working ا‎ E A Gur. the Independent On 
overtime. The sound of Sunday and a programme on 


drumming seemed to oe BBC 2 followed later. 
coming from everywhere. What was Most overwhelm- 


bly hectic but at the same ume. 
^ the buzz was Extraordinary. YOU 


dozen er se banner and ۱ ۱ 
declared the long empty zi | loo ስን ር Min degno ze ፣ m 
: ۱ perched themselves on a first the public. Within hours of 
x: Artillery Mansions unoffi- floor balcony and serenaded the the protest starting, people 
. cially ۰ passers-by in the street who, in were filling the donation 
The banners had a mixture of (ህበ. bumped into eachotheras =, : ou cl.ets. One woman 4 
Messages. Some put it simply, ۱ they looked up to read the ban- nee appeared with two bags of | 
‘London oe and ‘Hello eae ce: ;. ners on that strange eld building مور‎ e food which were pulled up to eS 1 
Thums’. @thers relayed the dou - ... which was normally dark and life- ` | the first floor in a buchet. ; ie 1 
ble message of the occupation. Pe በር. Es Soon the place began to fill |o dead ni 
'411 FLATS EMPTY FOR 18 : $c Only the front bloch overlooking -. te up with street sleepers. The E ; Ex 
E ae SES موه وک مرو و‎ a; eere ሻሼ 


YEARS, said the main banner = SOME Neun ን) ለኤ 
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"a Sams stor ወበ January 17th this year, I WE ورد‎ a ed Sse, o ct MGE RES وم‎ ሪል ጂው tee 
was arrested for begging and taken te Charing Cross nick. [was begging te supper My drug Meee ው. መ Pon D AWO uc Westen Meer RaT 
habit. This wasn't the first time but it was going te be the last! While [was being charged, ] cS TUS Sed Er IEE ak je EN 
thought about the mess [was In. The fellewing moring I beeked inte a drug rehabilitation ፍቅ i =>. i 3 P fas Een Servae! 
clinic. After three days, I walked eut because of the way It was run. Still with a cocaine preo- 3 ሰች.) کی‎ En Acne hr c IPM 

lem. [wandered the streets, sleeping in deerways, wasting away. ወበ the 18th February, an eae 


i newn as the Freedom Network opened Artillery Mansions as ə squat for 6 
{who wanted a reef ever their head. All kinds ef people came here to help clean and tidy the 
coke. So, instead ef geing back te anether rehab clinic, 1 get involved in 


4 organisation k 


] was staying there, | decided I wanted to get off the 

to ge eur begging fer drug meney. After three weeks, I fel 
ts in Wanstead, East Londen, I was asked Wf 
have serted Myself eut and I am new deing what I feel 
ples, are doing mere fer our country than eur se-calle 


t like a normal person and I decided to visit seme ef the people whe helped me 
{ would like te move inte ene ef their spare reems, which ] did.Since meeting 

is right by expressing ጠሃ feelings against ce rtain things that the gev- 
0 gevernment. Peeple sheuld realised that it's these people 


Ybullding which had been empty fer 18 years While 
{helping te run the squat, which meant I didn't have time 
{kick the habit. While [was visiting ene ef the No 1111 Campaign sque 
‘these people whe have been labelled smelly, dirty, ne-goed hippies, I 
, emment and Department ef Transport are deing. These so-called ne geod hip 
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SOLE 


ius 3 $ 3 E letting the street sleepers do their own thing. It was extraordinary 


°.“ ” “ ኦርዶ። sere x O *. 
Ca» ወ ወ 99999 


s. EU 28 1 to see them come out of their shells. Many were wary when they first came. C M QUEE ዜመ 
cn ý L 5e 4 L col 88 Several were very withdrawn. But after the Iletworh have proved that they were Lo را‎  w—3 


# + ۰ ۷ 4 ۰ s | A a e s e e ooy 
heehee + + + # ዘሆዊ፡ ብ ሉ50፡56።#- 
SPA .'ሪ ርቄ 
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adi | “am trying to convert the them to God or some strange cult, they relaxed and for want 5: 
ee wwe በበ. - P ی بت‎ 
| wA z. : 1 ۱ 3 ; ን i; The deal was that anyone could come in as long as they were prepared to help 
a ee Ir as $ z fun the place. Drink was out of bounds in public areas. Hard drugs not wel- 
3 o Ed i : comed. - 
ሮም ae * E. Z Thinking about it, this shows what is fundamentally wrong with the System. 


ee + + +.. 
tet Pg , 
۰ ۰ 
0°... LLL 


* ۰ 

۰۷ 9 ۰ 
۰ 

DLD ۵ ۰ 4 ሠ ٩ 6 


# ዙ wt . s y v v e o» 
e ለዚ ሚየ DS 
- - * 


DOM 4 ٩ ۰ 
30000 


ሐ ቀ  * 4 OOC 
LO A AA 


ን. gx There are so many rules and regulations and bods breathing down nec ls, that 
of sweeping, hoovering and hammer- | ፡ ተቂ. | ۱ | 
| x ሰሪ... NEW ideas are stifled before they've even been allowed to stan. The idea of giv- Ry 
ር ከክ TARRY die d T uem "E ing street sleepers a bit of respect and faith in their abilities would probably be an CC 
flats. In the Estate office, 3 generator. soe AOD 
መ was SELUD, a Stove installed and the 
water supply reconnected. fotas 
were set up for food-runs, donations 
buckets, leafleung and Manning the 
foyer to welcome visitors. / 
In the next few days, the foyer ۱ 
became an informauon centre. Press 
cutting and posters covered the 
walls and an old bookcase was filled 
with publication and info on the 
; Criminal Justice Bill. Leaflets were 
«handed ott outside and a donation 
g ou cet placed by the door. 
li All sorts of people stopped by: film 
ad crews, local police, councillors, old 
ladies donating some of their Meagre 
| pension money. The first evening, the 
+ kachen table was piled high with boxes 
| of food. 
In the weeks that followed. all sorts of 


8 anathema to Most politicians. 
3 If the project had been given help, funding and understanding from the outside, 
: goodness lnows what could have come out of it. How long will it be before the 
‘power that be realise that you can’t impose this hind of thing on the homeless. 
Mo ae x you've got to let them do it themselves. 
AC) 7 £- [Many of the sleepers said it cost the DSS an average of £200 a weeh to house 
them in hostels, often in cramped rooms with only the Most basic services. With 
: that Money, 50 211300 Sard could have become a real, viable home for hundreds 
: of ۰ 
.. An article in the Independent On Sunday was pretty critical of the venture. It 
8 pointed out that that organisation of the place fell apan pretty quickly and ۵ 
that Many street-sleepers weren't interested IN SELLING up a permanent home. 
The journalist did spend quite along ume with several members of the Freedom 
= [ letworl. but he didn’t include their response to these criticisMs. kt is rue that the 
organisation did run out of steam. But at the end of the day, at least the Iletworh was doing something to 
address the housing crisis in Britain and bring the issues to the public at street level. In reality, ۱۲ was pretty 
amazing that the squat held together as long as it did, considering it was just a bunch of ordinary people 
combining their energy and ideas. 
The other paint overlooked by the article was that while the issue of people sleeping on the streets is a sen- 
ous one. many have problems that need professional help and support. If we could have got a licence for 
Artillery Mansions, it would have been the perfect place to house families currently living in bed and orealdast 
accommedauon, parucularly families that are too large for many Modern council flats. 
Imagine if we could have got 100 families together at the Mansions. With their energy, diverse shills and com- 


events were Planned to bring in the pu b- 

lic and show them what we were up to. 

A storytelling evening drew in 40-50 
|. people. The Space Goats ptt on a 
. lunchume performance for the local 
suits and a Freedom ۱۱6۱۸۷۵۲ party 
held to raise funds. 
There were Ups and down but 
whenever lI visited, | left smiling. ከ 
could have so easily gone wrong. 
The central stairwell and roof were 
the only means of escape and the 
fire ass with people carrying can- 
dies around was serious. There was 


i [ከ፪ benefits system, some hope and control over their future. 
a In the end, the inevitable happened. The owners of the building issu ed an eviction 
nouce.The owner was a consonum of foreign property speculators. It was pretty clear that 


| Homes Agency had approached the company's solicitors in an auempr to get permission to 
3 use the [Mansions for 5۱۵۴-۱۱6 housing. They got nowhere. 
Things can only get worse. The Criminal Jusuce Bill will give new powers to remove 
squatters. Contrary to tabloid beliefs, squatters on the whole are resourceful people 
who've got enough initiative to move into empty buildings and turn them bach into 
homes. The Bill will Mahe it possible for property owners to apply for an ‘Interim 


1 i: Possession @rder without informing the occupants. The first the occu pants will know, وا‎ 5 
| no support from outside and e i 
PS when someone turns up on their doorstep and tells them they've got 24-hours to get out. 
resources were minimal. But some- ۳ 
E This could affect tenants with unscrupulous landlords just as much as people who Mahe 


| how the spint that was conjured up 
#۶ there, held it all together. 
Amid the chaos a natural order 
emerged. The hey 


good use of empty buildings. 
JEZ from the Squatters Action For Secure Homes explains: ‘Even more worrying is the 7 

See So Se additional clause which tahes away the minimal force restriction. landlords will be able to id 
M QM. ee use as much violence as they like to get you out. singt 
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ን ጵ ፦።። SS ail " ۰ 3 ‘The Bill will only push more people onto the streets and leave the Majority of the 800,000 — 
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| A E TOME empty properties in this country to ret. It’s a crying shame that the government refuses to |: ae 
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US EUN SE ር. :: - 1 see that squatting is part of the solution, not part of the problem.’ ES. 


t. 
ee ss 
DOGO 
a e e a a Y 


ees eee eee ee 
oeeeveneee 
X 


,“ህ ቱሌ ۰ + tnt و‎ t wee 


Bennet, Chairman of the [Metropolitan Police Federation has been quoted as saying, ‘| can 
foresee police involved in the forcible eviction from premises and those premises remaining 
empty, boarded Lp and people saying, “Was it necessary?" Icean see the problem of mahing 
criminals of people who are desperate to get their lives bach in balance.... That's not what | 
joined the police force for and I don't think Many people did.’ 


Today Aruliery Mansions has been reclaimed by the pigeons once again. 411 flats lie empty 
and the housing crisis gets worse. 


“Even some section of the police force are concemed about the new legislation. Sot Mike 
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shew respect te Everybody. 
E Se Instead ef slating them, talk te them, and yeu ceuld 
benefit frem them in ways yeu cannet imagine pessible. The 
Freedom Netwerk, Rainoew Tribe, Dengas Tribe and Flewerpet 
Tribe are ዐዩወፀ|ፍዩ whe care what happens te us and eur planet. I 
would like to say a big THANKS te everyone whe helped me 
rebuild my life back te normal. Whe knews, maybe ene day the 


tribes might run the ceuntry and selve Mest ef eur preblems. 
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ogee z ا‎ 
The more things change, the more they stay e E ‘ 
the same. The Criminal Justice and Public ‘Nee ረክ 
Order Bill has not just Caused outrage eee ጋል... 
among Britain’s alternative communities pe ORA. 


but by more established pressure groups 
including Liberty and Charter 88. They are P E መ یا‎ ው 
all saying the same thing. This new Bill is a E ۰ LU 2898 50000 
serious breach of civil and human rights. b ን” ና :: አድና s s: 
Many have compared it with the fascist tac- | T a ge 
tics of Hitler’s Third Reich. When you hA | -A 00 00000 

look at this comparison in more details, it Ze | i iL ate ወ LEE 
becomes even more chilling. 47 years after E S uoce ao AR T Mad M esr Cs 
the Nuremberg Trials overthrew Nazi law. ۶ UT NS دم‎ 

the Tory government is passing legislation 1 P ኩ.....: › የደበረ ገ ለ DONC NOE 
that in some cases is almost identical to that 1 :. .. oer ዚደ ደከ eee eee ee 
issued by Gestapo chief Heinrich Himmler . ፊ፪ዲጻ፣፥፣ - EM <- ነጻ  ..፦..፦....።... 

and enforced by the SS. It would be wrong شرا‎ s እ ለይ) ከከከ ገረመ 

to compare the harassment of Britain's trav- fis eee e ጄክ 7) በስል 
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ellers and ravers with the outrages meted out $13 Saami at. © Sa / . ,,:፡፡፡::..:.:.:.:.:.... : 
on Jews, Sinti and Roma gypsies and dissi- b $ ክቢ AN በቸ 
dents under Hitler. But there are distinct ET ሪዊ ደ ሜባ ዘሜ ው o ee 
parallels between the Criminal Justice Bill . i. a eis MS እክ መወሰ 
(CJB) and Hitler’s dismantling of democra- REB 1 ی‎ a ‘Pe 

cy; 2 dismantling that began by removing . 8 Bu DIM 

legal protection or those pursuing different ጠጠዉ 

lifestyles. What is most worrying is the similar- GYPSIES AT. 


EI ከች ን aH 
ity of the intent pape ተ the Bill - the SACHSENHAUSEN 
enshrinement in law of intolerance and division, ار‎ 


e" 9» 5 ዋ © ዊብ 
6 * 9 ^ " 
l've never been to an outdoor rave and ۷۵ pui ied vapor ۳ 


never travelled in a New Age vehicle but | find  mocaresTHEY 
legislation that validates prejudice and hate تین‎ fare شا‎ 


against minority groups disturbing in the 
extreme. 
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the end of the road for travellers ۱ 


LÀ 
The countryside of 1930s Germany was criss-crossed by the caravans of travelling people. These ۳ 


e LÀ LJ * 
were mostly Sinti and Roma - the ‘gypsies’ who were the free-spirited New Age travellers of their ۳ 0000 . 
. me m» 2 75 0 0 » 6 4 * 9? 6 @ 


time. Like today. groups would wander the country. entertaining at fairs, working on short-term jobs MAP a" a". 9 e^o o^ e^ ee e. 


ወ9 ቆ 9 ቆ 9 9 900 


and following mystical beliefs which kept them on the move. Their road to slaughter began with laws i x 


that advocated bigotry and intolerance. Travellers’ names and fingerprints were registered, their jl 
movements restricted, as was their right to claim welfare. des 
In 1936, the Reich Central Office for the Fight Against the Gypsy Nuisance was established in the headquarters of ere e 300000 .... 
the Reich Criminal Police in Berlin. The office centralised a system of 19,000 files of Sinti and Roma which con- ere ee e* a nee & ۰ ۰۰ . 
tained names, fingerprints and material culled from public registry offices. By 1945, a quarter of a million Sinti and teret ; ; 00 QOGOOOOOOOO 2 0 
Roma were dead. In concentration camps such as Sachenhausen, travellers were marked by a black triangles on eo Sk i هه‎ e 8 du w^ 
their trousers. In 1993, the Southern Intelligence Unit, based at Wiltshire ee ee ifs 
police headquarters, began an intelligence drive aimed at logging the trav- [በ 1994, the British government will remove the legal requirements Tor local ی‎ 10 proves sites ie 
eller community on computer with details of their vehicles, nicknames and for travellers, therefore withdrawing their basic democratic right to shelter. Article 13 of the ee DC 
associates. Their data base now contains information on thousands of trav- Declaration of Human Rights states, ‘Everyone has the right to freedom of Movement and e with- oe 
ellers, the majority of whom have committed no offence. Despite the over- in the borders of each state The CJB will mean that if a two or more people with pao more vehicles, ^ 
turning of Germany's racial laws against gypsies after Nuremberg, the per- refuse police orders to leave a piece of land (even if it is derelict or unused). they win be seen ፍን 1 *e 
secution continued. In 1953, the Brava Criminal Police set up a have their vehicles/homes confiscated. This is contrary to Article 17 of the Declaration which says, ‘No ۲۴ ;: 
۰ 


‘Travellers’ Office’ and made use of 24,000 ‘racial testimonies’ gathered by one shall be arbitrarily deprived of his property’ and Article 22, which adds. Everyone, as a member o 


i ۰ " ۰ ۰ e ቆ ^ 1 / 1 ቅ Itural 
Nazi bureaucrats to continue police harassment. society, has to right to social security and is entitled to realisation of.....the economic, social and ርህ 


In England in 1985, the Battle of the Beanfield showed the degree of brutal- rights indispensable for his dignity and the free development of his acaso icd. In e ለዊ 
ity the police were prepared to descent to, simply to keep a bunch of hippies MP Paul Marland embodied the modern spirit of the Gestapo’s black triangle. ‘We don't call them New 


away from Stonehenge. A convoy of 400 travellers on their way to the Age Travellers in Gloucester.’ he said. "We call them New Age vermin. | : 
n The CJB will make it easier than ever before for police to deprive travellers of their home and harass them 


Solstice celebrations at Stonehenge were forced into a field where more tha | 
Did nobody in the House of Commons have 


1,000 police stormed the site, trashed the convoy vehicles and beat up their with the constant threat of having to move on or be arrested. : 
inhabitants. The Battle of the Beanfield was the Kristalnacht of Britain's the common sense to ask where exactly these travellers are supposed to go? Perhaps John Major ix 
travellers. One night in 1933, the sound of breaking glass filed the streets noted the Bavarian government of 1926 which decreed, "Travellers may not roam about or camp 1n 

of German cities as Nazi thugs ran riot and trashed the homes of Jewish bands.....Gypsies and travellers who are unable to prove regular employment may be sent to workhouses 
citizens. Both the Kristalnacht and the Beanfield had a similar effect. They for up to two years by the responsible police. 

put the fear of state-inspired violence into those who were part of the minor- In 1992, John Major declared to the Brighton Tory Conference that helen were more or less enemies of 
ity. The victimisation of Britain's traveller community continues today. the state. 'New Age travellers? Not in this age, not in any age, he said. A ne attempt at humour by 
With as little thought as the Reich authorities gave to closing synagogues in Mr Major and the death knell for the way of life of thousands of peaceful Britons. 

the 1930s, the Tory authorities shut off Stonehenge to those who believed it : 

nd reich ravers | 

Since 1989, Sinti and Roma who have come to Germany to escape the bru- Since the late 1980s, police and local authorities have set out to stop British youth going to 
tality'in Romania and the civil war in former Yugoslavia have often been set gatherings or raves. This years the CJB will, in effect, make outdoor raves illegal. The 


upon and beaten up by right-wing youths. There are parallels here with the catch-all clause says that such gatherings can be stopped - even if the organisers have permission 


ESNE NO EORIDE ME SOR T NO QUE THAN S ከ GM from the landowner - if police believe እሃ reason of its loudness and duration it is likely to cause series 


distress to local inhabitants’. This is regardless of whether any complaints have actually been made. 

In 1930s Germany, laws, decrees and police actions were developed to keep the youth in une with state- 

authorised activities. Historians Michael Burleigh and Wolfgang Wippermann describe the life for yum 
in 1930s Germany like this; 'Rebelliousness was regarded as resistance and hence a crime by the terroris- 


tic institutions of the Third Reich and was dealt with accordingly. 


try. The Friends, Families and Travellers’ Support Group reported seven 
serious incidents including an attack with an iron bar and threats involving 
guns. in the first five months of this year alone. 


You might think that Britain 15 2 
ue long way from becoming a 


im በሻ... | Fascist state. But the similarities 


E : between the new Criminal 
E Justice Bill and the dictates of 
Hitler and his fellow persecutors 


$&: are disturbing to 
à es ረም ር. 


say the least. 
David Monaghan 


‘Cliques are groupings of juveniles outside the Hitler youth. 


who lead a separate way of life. whose principals are irrec- 
oncilable with the national Socialist world view. 
Collectively. they reject or are indifferent to their duties 
towards the national community or to the Hitler Youth and 
lack of wil! to conform... 

s (clique. mob. crowd. pack. shuf- 
is no fixed 


in particular evince a 
‘Cliques use various name 
Aers. Edelweiss Pirate etc). Generally there 


i = |ህ | 
ructure; the groupings are often only ۴ 


; ; organisational! st | | 
arrested, 4,000 young people surrounded Luton police station calling for his release. | UK ds 1 
ቁ cdis ፡ ۲ j and irregular. Sometimes they wear spe« ial forms of identi 


In 1992, 400 police, some with dogs, descended on a rave in a disused warehouse in Yorkshire. One party-goer described the of young fellows but 


i j Tae «el cation. The cliques mostly consist o 
scene: ‘l looked around and there were police coming at us from everywhere, swinging truncheons. | saw people hitting the nca ۹ l 
also some girls too.. 


The victimisation of the Luton’s Exodus collective in the last two years has extended to repeated police raids on their free par- 
ties and.the trashing of their farmhouse base. The harassment became so intolerable that when a member of the collective was 


eter , 1 ; ۱ af ۱‏ ور 
floor.’ It’s interesting to note that laws on confiscation of rave organisers’ equipment are The purpose of the circular was‏ 


| ር similar to the purpose oF tne 
music description in ihe CJB - 


more severe than those for heroin dealers. 

The clamp down on raves complements John Major’s wish to see a future orderly England 
E : Xi ER e 2: 

with "warm beer, long shadows on country grounds, and old maids bicycling to Holy totalitarian 'aws pustng as much 


Communion through the morning mist. All that seems to be missing from his dream is nowt ات‎ in the አ 


the dancing Aryans of the ‘German League of Maidens’. This particular speech also has an of the State securty po ce and 
irony to it. Major was quoting George Orwell’s essay, “The Lion and the Unicorn’, much 


gs little as poss' cle ^n 17e "ards 
of which is about the urgent need for a socialist revolution! The concern in 1930s Germany, 


of the courts 271 5 
as now, was with a youth element who wore unusual clothes, danced to strange music and 


had different sexual mores. They were known as the ‘Wild Cliques.’ Far from being irrele- Wr 


er 


BRS; So what's al! th's got io 32 wt? 


you? Remember in's ٩ onty t^e 


vant to German politics, such was the repression in other areas of German life, that by the 08 1 3 GC v SE Xo 4. ዊም. "us EARN beginning. To update the 
end of the war, e exe long kids formed virtually the only real resistance to Her re v" ee d i ማረሙ” TUÉS o1) EI ی‎ Passi 
sangs 2 amma youths wandered around te pomo vis of large morman dais look- | | Neimuller's words: "When they 
ing for Hitler Youth to confront. In Cologne, the ‘Edelweiss Pirates’ combined music and $ Voi c. وبا‎ — FEE cee 
P^ 2 ۳. . (۰۳ sooo RE o RR VEM o vellers. | did 

i^ od MU NES e S E ደ ۲ زاس موی‎ SSR. came for the trave 
politics. They chanted drinking songs with lyrics including, 'We're going to get rid of us ON | em D MEET SE TO Be | 
Hitler and he can't do a thing.’ In 1944 leaders of the Edelweiss Pirates were found guilty “OR eS AINE ood 5 ..>- KASS y not speak out because 
of killing the Cologne Gestapo chief and hung. A ‘WILD CLIQUE’ BEFORE ...... wasn'ta traveller. When they 
During the 1930, the National Socialist government banned records and public playing of came for the ravers. | did not 
jazz and ‘hot’ music as well as such American artists such as Benny Goodman. A catego- e E ae NAM | ANDR .: ee eee speak out because | wasnta 


be S re PED s NÉS: ۰.۰. uh :. NNI St ۰ 
ry “a 0 your groups limited teenage activities solely to government-sanctioned E ui i Aes wo m ሰበቤ £ S Laver, When they came for 
activities. The Reich’s version of the Criminal Justice Bill’s ‘Powers In Relation To Raves’ Pee ው RD CAE E 

was the 1940 Police Ordinance for the Protection of Youth. This law forbade young peo- t a ቻዎ ES S DRUMS Ms ss 7 ሚስ we DNA ir 


ple to ‘loiter... on streets or in public houses,’ after dark. Those who defied the ban faced a : Wie, ጠይ ልዎ Mes ' Es ais FPS EE 3 speak out. 


passe * Laws are quoted from The 
| ። (GNE C : MEE : 29:77 oc: ; 1933-1945 
mum prison sentence that today's youth could face for preparing for, waiting for or attend- zi E 5 2 Nore መመ Racial State, ን በያ " 
ing a rave, (where they refuse police orders to leave). E. ۱ 2 | ጋም TT a by Michael Burleigh an 
On 25 October 1944, a circular from the Reichsfuhrer-SS and the Chief of the German bx : D 9 Be «US Woltgang ር 
Police, Heinrich Himmler, reported on the ‘fight against youth cliques.’ Like the British TENE bp | e T (Cambridge University Fress, 


* o» 
SY ODED 


maximum prison sentence of four weeks ‘youth custody’ - eight weeks less than the maxi- ኤ 


government’s instruction to arrest those who listen to music ‘wholly or predominately * $ 5-52 Ec % 8... Sx ር AS Sot 1991). 
characterised by the emission of a succession of repetitive beats,’ the Fuhrer’s police got ee es AM ۱ 
detailed instructions on spotting Reich ravers. Himmler explained; BES th it RS Rossen i — 3 ONN 

: "a SS Oc AA SAEC. S. NEN ur ی‎ A 

EN COSS OE Se AUS C M و‎ MOIS ጋጅ 


AND AFTER THEIR ARREST, EASTER 1940 


Exodus, movement of Jah people. If there is on 


Within a year ef starting their party eperatien, the numbers 9 
attending had grewn frem 200 te 10,000. “The big difference 
was,’ explains 19-year-old Steve, anether Exodus member, 
‘We weren't going te ge eut and buy eurselves BMWS er any- 
thing. We put all the meney back inte the parties. We built 
eur ewn sound system. We teld everyene, this is your party, 
yeu paid fer it and it belongs te yeu.’ 

Threugh a centact in the lecal pelice, Exedus learned that the 
crime rate in Luton dropped by 6% during the same peried ef 
time. ‘It’s obvious, says Steve. ‘What do yeu de if yeu're 
unempleyed and yeu have te raise £25 te get inte a rave. You 
ge eut and steal it. The way we did it, peeple could denateo 
whatever they could afford. It was fair.’ 

At their first squat, an empty red brick oleck in the centre of 
Luten, Exodus weuld.spread.the party message through werd 
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party venue. 

ርሃወዐህ > Movement ef the people. 
The cellective’s parties might have been a temperary distrac - 
tion frem a dead-end existence in a dying tewn but parties en 
their ewn den't cure community problems. Exedus knew this 
all too well. Their first effsheet was Long Meadow Farm, a 17 
acres wedge ef buttercup-cevered hillside between the 01 
meterway and an Inter-City railway line. The fermer pig farm 
had been beught by the Department ef Transpert te make 
way fer an ۲۲1 extension but Money fer the preject had dried 
up and the farm had been left te ret. 


t 


several rabbits and a family ef Vietnamese Pet Bellied pigs 
cemolete with five piglets. Mest ef the animals have been 
donated oy supperters. ‘A let ef the local kids are breught up 


collective. Miss Pod 
went to visit Luton’s 


local heroes..... 


TWO YEARS AGO, A GROUP 
ወጾ FRIENDS, 1165۲ OF ۷۲ 
HAD GROWIt UP ON LUTON’ S 
LEWSEY F ARIT ESTATE, HAD A 
DREAM. In a tewn where 
almest Every street comer is 
prepped up by a greup ef 
bered teenagers and where 
seme estates have an unem- 
pleyment rate of 40%, this 
group ef friends knew they had 
to de semething te get their community's heart beating 
again. 

ወበዩ of these friends, Glen Jenkins, takes up the story. 
‘There was a pub in Luten where we all used te ge. 
Yeu could listen te reggae, play peel and there was a 
geod black/white mix. When it was closed dewn in 
1991, there was nowhere left te ge. We ended up sit- 
ting in eur frent reems wendering what we could ۰ 
That was when we decided we had te get semething 
tegether.’ 

Their idea was simple: te bring all their friends tegether 
a put en parties in derelict buildings and ceuntry 
spaces. These parties would be free but a denatien 
bucket would be passed around te cellect vital funds. 
But Exedus’s parties were net put en simply fer party- 
ing’s sake. The aim behind the venture was te raise 
enough meney te give their community semething 
back. Glen had been a train driver and ASLEF shep 
steward. But after completing his training he handed in 
his netice. "When they started te change the system 
en the railways, | ceuld see the dangers ahead and | 
didn’t want te be part ef it,’ he explains. 

Glen centinues: ‘The original idea was te provide 
eur ewn gatherings and spread the ‘Get Up, Stand Up’ 
message. We needed to shew people that they have te 
defend their rights. We've get te step this country frem 
ending up like America where there's nething left fer 
people at the ۰ 


9 


29 
e collective within DIY Culture that has, against 


ommunity spirit, it has to beg P ራጩ * | the Exodus 


en cencrete and bered ES 


Pe 4 " , ጮ s 


When they come and visit yeu - d Lin : sE Se 

can see their eyes light up,’ petentially explesive situations but their 89:08 ዓት ር and adherence te their policy 
says Ruth, whe had just - nen-vielent direct actien prevented potential ue from develeping. | 
returned frem the lecal cemmu- Do en you r Eyes and [99 IN. n September 1992, 
nity centre where she was help- pelice set up و‎ readbleck near an Exedus party and be ever a local cricket club as an 
ing te make children’s ces- eperatiens centre. "We teld everyone at the party that there were between 50 and 100 
tumes fer Luten's carnival. pelice eutside,’ Glen recalls. ‘We asked them if they wanted te ge heme er stay. It was 
Exedus Managed te persuade a clear that they wanted te party te ge en. We stayed until midnight and then Meved eut. 
local business te denate feur As we left, we were stopped by a read bleck. We called eut te the convey, “Keys eut, all 
lerry leads ef palates which up frent.” ft was neisy but we Managed te keep peeple calm. ft was clear that the pelice 


had ne greunds te step 
us and lest centrel ef the 
situation. In the end they 
had ne cheice but te let 
Us 99. 
The following menth, an 
Exedus vehicle on its way 
te anether party when it 
was against stepped oy 
pelice. Seeing what had 
happened, a second car 
۱ turned back to alert the 
were used te rebuild the farm cenvey gathering in Luten. ‘ver the tep ef the hill, the tribe appeared,’ Glen recalls. 
eutheuses together with new ‘There had te be 2-3,000 peeple in their cars. Six cars drove past the police cars and 


barn. blecked eff the read. Again the pelice were overwhelmed and they backed eff,” says Glen. 
But the lecal pelice weren't 


Dy | 
happy. Net happy at all. As this 
the gatherings grew, Exedus 
found themselves at the centre 
of a Massive police clampdown. 
With no apparent attempt te 
enter inte constructive dia- 
legu 6, 
Constabulary lifted up their cel- 
lective beet and stomped en 


Exedus hard. Their squatted peint, Exedus realised that this situation could net centinue and appreached a lecal police 
base was raided three times in — efficer. Two weeks later, Chief Inspector Mick Brown appeared at ene ef their parties and 
ሎ | V te = that eur idea was te set up a cemmunity cen- 
were arrested and then released tre, Glen continues. ‘We told them we had managed te restrain any pessible violent cen- 
witheut charge and their equip- frentatiens. By eur numbers we had shewn that eur ideas were popular and trouble-free.’ 

ment cenfiscated. Time and Glen acknewledges that as their parties grew, they needed help and advice ወበ safety. 
time again, the collective ۵ After a series of Meetings, the lecal police provided fire chiefs and health and safety effi- 


themselves in the thick ef 


‘YOUTH IN POLITICS IS LIKE YEAST IN DOUGH’ 
Mikhael Geroachev 


aid for it and 


et drop auts, If anyth 
ve a place ® SO 


oA 


stayed until 4am. Twe heurs later, all 36 Members inside the statien were 
released witheut charge. 

In the weeks that followed, Exedus changed their tactics. ‘Every week, 
we’d have a gathering,’ Glen explains. ‘Net a patty, just a gathering. We 
wanted the pelice to show themselves and then we’d disperse. The first 
time, we read eut a statement saying that parties would 06 0 


negetiations with pelice.’ ۱ 

ek where w re geing. We 

Ere 6 re . The week, the 
ا‎ were stopped by a pelice Beni k. ‘It was ebvieus why they 
chese this spet,’ says Steve peinting te the rew ef suburban heuses.en 
either side. "They were trying te create a public erder situation. A quarter 
ef a mile further up, the read is deserted, ne heuses, nething. Why didn’t 
they step us there?’ 
Despite the formidable pelice presence, the collective stuck to their 
Tassive But Passive,’ resistance. ‘They had degs, Arms, one ef the cel- 
lective’s DJs, centinues. ‘They had riet vans parked up in a side street. 
They wanted a cenfrentatien. But we weren't geing te give it te them. We 
had 500 cars behind us and we teld them "We're net fighting but we're net 
geing away either." When they brought eut their degs, we oreught eut 
eurs.’ Beds Police 0 - Exodus 4. 
The pelice's parting shet came in March 1993 when they launched 
Gperatien Ashanti te evict the residents ef the ®akmore Hetel. We had half 
an heur te get eut in the snew with ne vehicles,’ Glen adds. The hetel was 
still empty in July this year. 
Te add te the mayhem, Exedus had a drugs trial hanging ever their heads. 
During a raid en Leng Meadew F arm, pelice claimed they had discovered 
two packets ef Ecstasy. Eight ۵690۱6 were arrested. Mu ch ef the lecal 
oress had a field day, branding the cellective drug-dealing anarchists. 
A year later, the €xedus trial came te court. During the case, it was 
revealed that an officer Managed te locate twe packs ef Ecstasy in pitch 
darkness within minutes ef entering the heuse. The jury returned a net 
guilty verdict. | 


‘We told everyone. 
ሃ6ህ pa 


There is a need te travel 
There is a need to squat 
There is a need to dance 
There is a need for community 
There is a need to communicate 
There is a need for epen spaces 
There is a need for tolerance 
There is a need te celebrate 
There is a need for pretest 
There is a need to be HEARD. 


cers te inspect the party venues. Chief Inspector 
Brown went se far as te advertise in lecal papers fer 
€, legal venues. 


€ you satisfied with the 

ITE yeu rE living? But just when it 
sd like the situation was calming dewn, treuble 
flared up again. ‘We’d squatted an empty hetel, the 
Gakmere, te highlight the heusing situation in Luten,’ 
Glen explains. ‘We teld people we'd Match every £10 
they spent en deing up their reems. Then the police 
attitude changed. They'd just been en the frent page 
ef the lecal paper under the heading ‘Unlikely Alliance 
Seeks Solution.’ But new they were saying that we 
were encouraging civil disebedience. Chief Inspector 
Brewn disappeared eut ef the game.’ 

Less than two weeks later, the ®akmore Hotel was 
raided. Then, at the end ef January 1993, 0 
Anagram led te عناوم‎ raiding Long Meadew Farm. 
Sound equipment was cenfiscated and 36 members 
ef the collective were arrested. ‘it was Bedferdshire 
pelice's attempt to step us ence and fer all,’ 5 
Glen. ‘The operation was designed te discredit us and 
take away our only source ef income.’ 

The @peration led to ene of the Mest dramatic nights 
Luten has seen in quite a few years. When Exedus’s 
supperters discovered what had happened, 4,000 
people gathered outside Luton police station calling 
fer their release. ‘We were singing Marley sengs and 
trying te shew the cerden ef pelice outside the station 
that we were peaceful people,’ says Steve. The crowd 
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“IF YOU DON'T STAND FOR SOMETHING 
YOU F ALL FOR ANYTHING.” 
GuilF IN 


CYNICISM Is JUST AN EXCUSE FOR INACTION | 


this is your party, 
it belongs to JOU ==... 


THOSE WHO MAKE THINGS HAPPEN 
ing, were force elts. Sec ee 
had 16) C rcote eu "2 : Guil IN: Guildford Free Information Network: 
á EY PO Bex 217, Guildferd, Surrey, GU2 6f f 
D 
YOR De, 
making their dream come true. 
Despite being denounced by Jehn Carisle, The hespice itself is being converted the right ET UN [look at my parents. They've 
NP fer Luten Nerth, much ef the lecal inte flats fer homeless people, werk- worked fer almest 50 years and they still haven't get 
community, including Jehn Jefferson, the sheps, a communal cafe and bar area, any security. In a let ef ways, they're ne better eff than 
Labeur ceunciller fer the Marsh Farm a dark reem, recording studie, 6۷6 when they started. At least, here we're building a 
ward, actively supper Exedus’s aims. cise roem and communal kitchen. future.’ 
Perhaps Mr Carlisle should bear in mind ‘Anyene with a goed idea can COME و۳‎ ne coincidence that the cellective has the same 
Bob Marley's werds, ‘The rain den’t fallen here and Make it happen,’ Says Steve. name as the Bob I'Tarey song. A picture ef Maney 
ene man's heuse.’ Outside, a vegetable garden has looks doewn frem the wall in the cemmunal sitting 
Above all, the collective understand the already been planted up and there reem. His words are quete frequently threugh eur 
gelden rule; te get respect yeu have te are plans te make the back meadew conversations. ‘Marley's words are timeless,’ explains 
give respect first. Frem the outset, they inte an adventure playground. Steve. ‘He is the symbel ef Peace, Love,Unity and 


Managed te stay away frem cliquiness and — 'Lecal people realise that we're deing Stru ggle. Fer every step we have taken, Marley has a 
win the cenfidence ef the ordinary people the community geed, says Steve. seng. He smiles and adds, ‘The way I see it, 0 
areund them. Se far this summer, they ‘The papers talk about the number ef means geed. F yeu put your efforts inte geed 

have been asked te take part in three cem- people sleeping en the streets, but — thoughts and geed actiens, yeu will be rewarded. 
munity events. At Luten carnival they put they den't recognise the number of we're proef ef that.’ 


en a streng shew cemplete with ۵ በሀ yeung peeple whe are sleeping en As a jeurnalist, Pm suppesed te be ebjective. FM 
system, information beards and several ef friend's sofas er with their parents meant te give yeu the geed side and the bad side. Bu 
the farm animals putting in a guest because they can’t afford a place ef after my day with Exedus I honestly couldn't fault 
appearance. The cellective new has a their ewn. We're net drep outs. F them. In a country full ef disintegration and despair, 
license from the Department ef Transport anything, we're force euts. The sys- they come across as a bright beacen en a lenely land- 
fer "s Meadow Farm and there are ne tem deesn't have a place ferus, S€ — scape. They have fire in their eyes and hepe in their 
fer re (cavi before 1998. we've had te create eur ewn. hearts. They are exactly the kind ef people the gev- 


ርዝ ት leavin Exedus has alse been give a three ernment would have us believe are ne-hepers, a bur- 
dise ping year lease en HAZ Maner and a grant gen on seciety. But with ne efficial backing, ne fund- 

lo od ath er an te help with renevation. ‘But Mest ef ing, ne nething, they've achieved a small miracle. 

the mest inspiring ef Exedus’s el is this has been achieved threugh free They have shewn their community that there is anethe 

HAZ (Housing Action Zene) Maner, a fer- ۰ time and peeled dele cheques, says way. 


mer hespice set in six acres en the eut- Stu, anether 6*۵0 5 member. "We p yeu weuld like te get in teuch with Exedus call Glen 
skirts ef Luten. €xedus is new officially a werk 24-7 mede. That's 24-heurs 3 en (0582) 508936 er Elaine en (0582) 477682. 
hou sing ce-eperative and they are busy day seven days a week. I knew it's 


መ Rituals, unes, 
Oragens, 
and god- 
OESSES. 

= Blessed be, 
the Pagans 
reclaim the 
spirit of the 


Yeu May 
| anû _ _ have heard the drumming 
۰ 01۴۱09 acress the night 


see 
i. A 
ፉ 
SS 

D alr. Yeu May have ceme 26۲۵55 a tribal gathering seme- 
where in the British cou ntryside. Yeu May even have heard the 
chanting that recalls the spirit ef anether age. What is 
oecerming Clear from all the alternative activity that has been 


pushing up frem the undergreung in the past few years is that 


there is a distinct spirituality Underlying the new green gen- 


ፖ 


HOBO SIGN FOR ‘DON’T GIVE UP’ 


eration. 


Paganism Might still conjure up images of witches and oreemsticks 
te seme people but times are changing. In seme ways, it’s only 

natural that many ef these invelved in gress-reets envirenmental 

campaigns have reconnected with the spirit ef eur Pagan past. 


€ signs are net hard te find: Runes, the ancient agic Ka - 
bels said te have been created by th j 69 bed 


seen en the faces ef many an ece-warrier. Ta 


SZ 
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P. frem St. Catherine’s Hill, oppesite the 
Be Hill some ten miles away. 


The story goes that when the Oragen’s life was put 
cA under threat from the ፲ሻ3 extension, she shifted 
her pesitien and placed her head under St. 


Catherine’s Hill. Apparently, when the dragen moves place ín‏ مه 
AXE this way, she will call up a tribe of people whe will come together‏ 


nd her. A slightly different version sa 
7 ys that the new read 
d cut a the dragen's neck, severing her head. Again, to defend her life, she Called 
ws d | ether E elegy, it is certainly strange that a 

t people, nene of ence ef tribal living, sheuld appear 
en a hillside in 1990s Middle England. 


32 ፳ 
am 
Long Barrow - an ancient v. 
burial site - and the strange 1 » 
| ^ Man-Made 130 ft Silbury Hill. ቕ 
Just before Christmas last year, Imet up with a group 


ደ The night was celd and clear 
Dengas whe had moved up te the No M11 Link Campaign in 


out the bus was coz inside - 
Wanstead, East Londen. It was a few days before the Winter pine panels, pet plants, ? liti / 
S ከ est night and one ef the mest important dates steve and sink, a shower and 
xps the agis. vids The grou p , er an cushiens and du Ets to 
en the pagan calendar. ۱ 


keep eut the cold. Lizzie 
Rainbew steed at the steve 
chepping up stuff for و‎ veggie 
Stew, surrounded by pots of 
beans and spices. At the back of 
the the bus Mel took up her guitar 
and sang a haunting seng of the per- 
secutien ef ‘witches’ and how their time 
will come again. Someone handed 
Rainbow Pete a solstice 
present. ft turned out to be 
a pair of sacks. ‘The Solstice 
is a bit like shedding an old 
_ Skin,’ said Mel when she'd fin- 
ished. ‘Time te get rid of eld life 
styles and welcoming a period of 
renewal.’ Clive, the Space (29315 digeri- 
deo player, explained why 
they came to Avebu ry. ‘Its 
ene ef the last places that 
doesn’t have a bloody great 
read going threugh it. Its iselat- 
60 and 10-1361. There's a let of 
female energy here.’ 


The conversation turns te Ave bury’s 


stone circle. [Mystery still surrounds the 


true significance of the ring. Clive Says it’ 
simple. ‘It’s a healing glace: The circle is a : 
streng magical syMbel - ne end and ne begin- 
ning. Gne ef the majer properties ef the stones is 
quartz which preduces an electromagnetic field. 

The stones are vibrating in that energy field. 

F energy is aligned with a leyline er mid- 
summer selstice, it's very powerful. 
59 what yeu have is a ring ef natural 
energy. Add people's energy te that 
and yeu have a cosmic energy that 
can be channelled te the earth and ro 
the peeple themselves. Yeu create 3 
healing/purfying power. In eld days, 


were Making plans te head eff 
the countryside for the celebra- 
tions. ‘Really, Christmas means _ 
nothing te Me,’ said Ben, an elfin fig- 
ure with a shock ef shaggy heir and lay- 
ers of holey woollen jumpers. ‘The 
Solstice is a natural time te celebrate. ft 
Marks the change in cycles and 
celebrate the rebirth of the sum- 
mer sun. December 25th is just 
another day te us.’ ‘It’s net like 
eur official religion er anything,’ 
explained Busker Paul. ‘Different 
people do different things. Seme take a 
let ef interest in pagan rituals and cere- 
monies while seme people become tu ned in 
without even realising it.’ Paganism, they 
explained, is more implicit in their 
respect fer the natural werld. 
‘You just do what comes natural- 
ly,” Paul said. ወበ beth the sum- 
mer and winter Solstice, everyone 
has a special energy and when that 
energy comes together, it’s very exciting. 
Yeu never knew what's geing te happen 
but it usually turns inte a stenking geec 
party" 

As the Dengas have become stronger as a 
campaigning force, se tee has their spiritu alcon- | 
nection. ‘You just let it develop naturally,’ Paul centin- 
ued. ‘Christianity leaves ጠፍ cold. It’s all about — 
and patriarchal values. 10 rather take My influences tre * 
nature any day.’ ‘I think seme people have problems > 
getting their parents te understand them, said Pau : My ፡ 
mum’s great. But I can see her any time and I'd pre aie ወ 
it when I really want te rather than because I eel 
have te. This year, Mest ef us have decided 
that because we've broken away from the 
system, we should stay true to our way 


of life.’ it’s Said that peeple Used to wash them- LA, 
Fraggle, ene ef the few who selves in water that had bee አዳ 
went heme fer Christmas, በ poured ever the 7 


Stenes te capture their he ali 
dered what it meant te be 
Prebably that I'm 
liens very quick 
abeut the €art 


added, ‘To me Christmas 
is an ordinary day but 
my parents blackmail 
me. They say it 
weuldn't be the same 
without Me. It’s nice te be together as 
a family. But a few days is quite 
enough!’ Many ef the Dengas main 
events and actions have been hinged 
around the mest impertant days in the pagan 
calendar. The May Day celebration of Beltane, a cele- 

bration ef fertility, light and hope has brought tegether Many 
tribal groups te sacred sites across the country. This year’s side Tetnes in the Summer of io 


Beltane saw hundreds of people gather at the They then linked up with ዝከ | 
Selsbury Hill protest camp, near Beth, HOLY MAGIC CIRCLE Deltane F estival en Piera Dm is uper. 
ea erary Dongas’ travelling around the > ۵۷ ۱۲۲۷ 0 
ወበ the night of the Selstice itself, I the سوت‎ በለቀቀ 894 06፡2) ገፍ 9 
ee በዓ oe የጃ ፡፡ Dengas’ commitment. "They're peaceful people 
Wiltshire and discovered members ef | 
the Rainbew Tribe and ece-beros, the 
Space Geats, had travelled down frem 
Lenden in a large green bus. They’d 
spent the day exploring West Kennet 


ng qualities.’ 1 wen- 
a. Space Goat 2 
geing te get fed te the 
ly, Clive laughs. ‘We sing 
h and the crap that is geing 


and talk abeut what's hap- 
و‎ today. It’s a tribal thing, geing back te the 


d ۱۳۵/۱ 0 


e 19 Say, is being stomped e 

ጋ | n and turned inte a scape- 

ሞ 9931. We're speaking eut fer all those peeple. 1 
Munching on some nettles if you like!’ 


The Goats first get tegether in a crop circle eut- 


IMany of the Goats’ songs relate [egatripolis, a group of friends under the name Iconoclasm 
directly te the anti-reads campaign wrote and performed ‘Peter Pandregeneus And The Curse Of 
while ether reflect the disillusion of Greyface - A Tale From The Tribal Bible’. K tells the story of a 
John Majer’s Britain. ‘We see that — free-spirit who has te do battle with Grey Face, Lord ef the Law 
consumer culture is on the way out. and the dreaded Tebbitus to win the prized Box of 
Everything has been squeezed out Illuminations. Along the way, Peter has te find the Herb of 
ef this country. Now the people are Hoffman (as in Albert ‘Acid’ Hoffman) and the Skins of 
coming tegether and empowering ALZIR - depicted by the largest Rizla packet you've 
themselves. There’s nothing left to ever seen! Peter manages to overc eme Many 
lose. They've taken it all away from temptations. At ene peint he’s asked to fill in a 
us,' Clive added. fom in order to continue his quest. In reply, 


[fel nodded her head and he shouts, ‘Fuck your ferm, prepare to 
chipped in, ‘It’s about redressing meet your doom.’ Finally triumphant, the ፻ a ان‎ x im 
the balance. At the moment eur here turns te the audience and tells ም d T4 -— ی‎ - 


culture is dominated by patriarchy, them: ኛ፦፦ሁ፦።ኦዐ፣ "NM o 


greed, domination. Look where it’s ‘THE M@RAL ۵۴ THIS IS CLEAR 2 EF ዚዜ. 
got us. Fm focussing on the earth, mY FeLLew' ዚዳህዝ [ር FRIENDS ፈ E S ge or a 
the mother Goddess. The female WE STAND ۷ : 


energy ef nurturing, caring, giving. UNITED 
Most of the major decision are AND WHILE THIS IS N@T 
made by white males whe are THE END 
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totally out of touch with their ENJOY ALL THINGS ۱ ኣድ p ረ. 
feminine side. We need te bring THAT COME YOUR رها‎ መሪ” oo 
that balance back. Someone WAY ; : s 

mentions ሻጩ Thatcher. Mel LET OUR TALE RING di x 
looks dismissive and snarls, TRUE FOREVER ۱ P e XA ። 2 
‘She isn’t a woman!’ There's — THE TRUTH'S AMONG NE Y 4ዜ . | NN — .. i 
something about the Space US HERE TODAY’ ^n, AV S, p 31 ag 
Goats that makes them WE'RE ALL II THIS #,# መዲያ - ~ 1 
mere than just a band. ts TOGETHER’ : ሻዥ . ካታ ae 1 
like they come from aneth- Shane, one of the 1 po Sid c. y 
er time. With their floppy authors of the play > ፳፣7 ይ : 
hats, patchwerk and explains, ‘We wanted to | | ge ^ 
threadbare jumpers and get something happening, ፡ : E 
strange instruments, yeu get peeple thinking and 

ceuld imagine them changing. A play seemed i ie 

strolling throu gh the to be the best way of pre- * | B—. 

streets of Mediaeval senting people with the i- ات ود‎ Jina? (00 
England, telling of distant picture and sending the በበ De, 2 ا‎ TE E ۵ ۵ ‌ 


battles and conuringup message that they've Pi ኸ በጠታሥ" - “" را‎ EM 


e 9» * ۵ 9*9 0 ۵ ۵ 
=... ፥፦ 
.. *  -መፍ#።ና 


the pagan spirit. get te get invelved. The ር የ. O = — 0-7 o 1 | uu 


They have a kind of ۰ lenger we leave it, the li የም o  ”?”ሪ84.. ሰም ፎቐን2 
magic about them. Gne ጅጩፀርፎ it gets.’ On the | | E 5 .ቲ GB TUÀ X E — 
evening during the eccupa- music frent, there are a 3 
tien of New Squatland surprising number of ው Fd 
Yard, a bunch of Freedom pagan የወርክ bands that ] . Y B d MH S 
] 'etwerkers went down inte are attracting a Mainly di Io ዘሁ.  ሪፆቃያ  — E. 


« |" ም ሱክ S. 
8+  + + + ›፥ ሖ +፣+  # + 0 ፍቹ ፥ 59 + — "ne 
eee  + +  “ « * + ፍ *ፍ 08 « - ዳየቪጀ፡ wp C> 
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the central courtyard after a geth-type followers. | -. )J — CL መ a በ o 
brainstorming session. We Accerding te Tony x ۱ ... BA ^  . 
were all pretty tired out then TricKermmack from ene ; J 9 1 o" .. . ሪራላኒ PO — 
the two of the Space Goats of the Most popular "m AU ነ dispu COP M PL ጋ. te 523. HRS 
began te sing their Dragen pagan reck bands, M ኒቼ h^ ዒኔን ኢሥ ል gi d 
seng. The next thing knew, Incubus Succubus, . P. B ^ ee d di 00 mtt | 

Everyone was dancing there are new as ۱ [^ ኻር D cp o ۱ 

areund the central fountain, Many as 30-40 M 52. | ሺ... 


large refuse bins. Their words are MUCK AND MAG- 
powerful and their strength comes ICK 


spinning each ether round, and pagan bands [^ x "n እ. x. > #7 5 Si 
drumming on the side of two across the country. ® ዖ 2 P. | Or 4 S3 


through their belief in what they ۰ Dressed in long 

Best of all, they use ne amplification. coloured robes, their 
They come at you pure and clear. hair covered with 
Sounds to take you away from Babylon bands of ivy, the group 
for a while. stood in a circle and 


@ver the last year, the pagan spirit has ۰ raised their arms to the 
been reflected in a growing number of plays sky. Each member took it in ۱ 
and performances. Last ۱۲6۷6۲۲۱06۳ the turn to call eut a special invocation te 
Dongas returned to Twyford Down, 13 moens their particular deity. Around the sides of 
after Yellow Wednesday, and put en their special the hall a collection of stalls created a curious 
version of St. George and The Dragon. In their pagan supermarket. Some sold horn and wooden rattles 


play, the Dragen's spirit ends up persuading St. covered in bells (knewn as singing wands te calls the powers to the 
George to live harmoniously with her. The Space sacred space); others sold wooden wands, fans (used for purification in 
Goats also put en a play en the Denga camp at sacred ceremonies) staves (seen as a ladder to the Gods) Medicine peuches, 
Leytenstenia - using car headlights as spetlights. vision robes (sacred floor covering used in spiritual ceremonies), amulets, 
At Lenden's Most alternative clu o, taret cards and crystals. ወበ a Magazine stall, topics ranged from a debate 
3e en ritual nudity, te Egyptian deities and how te make wild hero pancakes. 


The whole space was covered in a thin mist ef incense. 


me 35 
event was the Magickal Conference, an pagen 


unprecedented gathering ef pagan orders ۴ ‘We usually focus on 3 to 4 cam- 
۱ 3 و‎ paigns each letter,’ says Adrian. ‘We also try 


from around Britain including the @rder of 
Bards, @vates and Druids (the three ® Jet people to lobby the Government by 
letter writing. A lot of people 6 


S ifferent or | 
| Ys different grades of Druidry), the how effective letter-writing can be. It’s 


¥ 
Wicca, @DINSHEF (followers feel comfortable on the front line.’ 


of the northern tradition) and 
eastern influenced orders Dragon IS particularly worried about the 
including the Temple Gv Criminal Justice Bill. ‘Apart from the 
Psychick Yeuth. destruction of eur countryside by the 
held at Department of Transport, the Bill indi- 


۱ እሪ The conference, 
Lenden's Canway Hall rectly affects pagan wership. The 5 
arc our temples. The trespass laws 


።። ی‎ .: €. Bde A ce oreught in hundreds of : 
- | “ኣን -. ۴ Y pagans and nen-pagans. mean thet we could well be stepped 
= : >, !ሻ 4 UM) Following a day of rituals, from gathering there. oy 
1 | ۲ speeches, and a bit of pagan en the magickal side, (Magick is spelt 
with a ‘k’ so people don’t get con- 
fused with party Magicians), Dragon 
combine eco-actien with eco-ritual. 
Members work behind the scenes 
using chanting, drumming and pes- 
itive visualisation. ‘We werk with 
earth energy or dragon power - 


Fellowship of Isis, Progressive 
ርያ Pon Spa something that people can de if they don’t 
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LUCI እእ E 
+19 7,0 0 8 9 soe eee \ 
see ee ጅው eee s 


p 1 ow | > D ۹ back and everyone joined hands 
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p | c ፄሜሠቤቬ X in a Spiral Dance. The whele 


eu v EW | Ê conference danced round the hall 
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JAEN ታፓ ጢዶ 7ጎ959፡ breathless hush filled the hall 
3 E | before everyone raised their arms s 
SF CO WS. JO. Ss and sheuted Blessed Be! raising the dragon te protect the 
DO — M .. qus ተኽም a The event was held teraise . fah, Says Motion, 
4 NEUTA — TS p . ۸ Eu money for the Dragon Visualisations invelve thinking ef 
۸ a BR x es ላነ ) Environmental Group, a group of ۴ of how you would like 
wp | ላመ cco-warriers who combine mag- something to be in the future and 
willing it to happen.’ Dragen has 


di  ፣።"።. | E ickal werk with censervatien and መ 
: 0 ሸሸ ] ‘We're all part of a greater thing. combination ef Magickal symbols. 

‘t has a special focus fer environ- 

mental change,’ Adrian adds. ‘The 


a . links all these people. What ۰ ባገ ۰9۱۵90۶۳۲5 are energy, 
| | oa E. | M Dragen is deing is getting strength and determination, heal- 
series of lines which are drawn on 


[Po የም. ሙ c በሸ] touch with the sacredness of 2“ 
= talismans and hung around the 


A E eee s vx E ۱ ۱ کف و‎ first became neck. Every Su nday, the 150 mem- 
bers dotted around the country, 
fecus en their individual runes and 
charge them up. The Word Tree 
Rune has also been buried all over 
Britain in sites which are under 
threat from development. Could 
ece-magick be the reason why the 
Gevernment dramatically back down 
from @xleas Woods’ read scheme? 
‘It’s a new weapon for the anti-reads 
campaign!’ says Adrian. "We've hit a 
nerve here with €ce-magick and 
ም. if Swen ۱ ۱ pagan greups,Dragens ۴ bringing it straight te the front 
a E م‎ CM P dom. aren't afraid te be open ۳۶ A let of campaigners are pagans 
SONS. DU. DURAN a m. p. ۱ about their beliefs. but don't realise it. They've tuned 
EN" p / ‘®riginally, we told the into the natural cycle and wonder of 
cee P (n ۱ d @xleas campaign that things without putting a name to it. 
| c ሆኞ d we were a spiritual He c entinues, ‘Pagans don’t have a 
۴ group,’ explains ce-erdina- patriarchy or power structure. There’s 
tor Adrian Harris. ‘Then we "e Priest plugged into God. It’s for 
decided it was stupid. What EVEryene to worship and de their own 
where we afraid of? We came thing.’ The world Tree Rune has 
eut and told them we were  . 300۵60 in Many different places includ- 
pagans. Well, the sky didn’t ing New Squatland Yard and en the faces 
fall down, se we thought, this of campaigners at Wanstead and Twyford 
is the way to de things.’ Down. ‘Often we put them on walls, diggers, 
Nore recently, Adrian and the Lenden- and trees. It’s like tribal Markings,’ says Adrian. 
‘based members ef Dragon have linked up with the ,ጆ really freaks eut the secu rity guards. Especially 
| Ne 1۲11 Link Campaign in Wanstead as well as joining the the Nigerian ones. They're not , نیت‎ u ሩሚ 
Freedom Network’s campaign against the Criminal Justice Bill. too keen onthe dumming ቁሬ 
Members are alse invelved in conservation projects - clearing rubbish from Either. They're mere sensitive "yg 
reen areas, tree planting and generally looking after open spaces. ‘We to the spirit of what we're ۱ 
orm a relationship with nature in a very practical way as well as defending ۰. 9 ۱ ۱ 
the earth,’ says Adrian. Member are kept informed of current 5 d 
threugh a newsletter which cemes eut en the eight mest sacred days ef the dias 
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This year the Green Party celebrates its 21st birthday. Now that the party has 
officially come of age, have the Greens really got what it takes to bring some colour 


back to British politics? 


Shane Collins, a core members of the CoolTan Arts collective and Green Party 
candidate in the Euro-elections for London South Inner, is one of a new generation 
of green radicals. Here he talks about a green vision of the future...... 


generations a real say in how their communities 
are run. The key is decentralisation - giving 
powers and decision-making back to the 
community, rather than some bureaucrat in 
Whitehall or Waitrose - living lightly, more in 
harmony with our planet. It’s a simple 
recognition that the community values of co- 
operation and sharing are more important than 
the corporate values of competition and greed. 
Not much to ask. Common sense expanded really. 
But how do we get there? 

The Green Party aims to be the political wing of 
the green movement. ` While there are the ideas 
and a visionary alternative blueprint for the 
future (check the manifesto), we don't yet 
have the natural cultural bedrock of support. 
Not enough people identify themselves as being 
green. Much of this is because of the obvious 
fact we are a young movement and these things 
take time. Things aren't helped by the fact that 
we have a first-past-the-post electoral system 
where most of our cultural base is off the 
electoral register. We are also proposing a 
radically different way of life. Natural change 
takes time. | 

The Green Party's Energy Conservation Bill was 
designed to encourage people to make their 
homes more energy-efficient. It was supported 
by the Lib Dems but torn apart by the Tories. 
We have a Bill designed to empower homeless 
people to use empty buildings and repair and 
decorate them using advances in their benefit 
money. But we can’t find an MP to sponsor it! 
We may well get a bit further with the Road 
Traffic Reduction Bill which has attracted much 
interest from pressure groups. 

Perhaps the crux of the matter is that many 
people are simply scared of change. 

We have to provide a culture where people 
naturally identify themselves as green; where 
green is the easiest, if not the only option. How 
can the green movement and in particular local 
green parties play a part in this? 


The Frog story. If you put a frog in ki 
boiling water, it will immediately jump =+ 
out. But if you put a frog in cold water b 
and gradually heat it, the frog's senses 
become dulled until it boils to death. 
There is a danger of this 


happening to us. 
Even in the 1990s, the basic green message 
stil hasn't got through. The way we live 4 
now cannot go on forever. We must change : 
or ultimately face extinction. The green 
debate is rarely expanded by a media that is 
driven by advertising, three-minute culture 
and the ‘work, consume, die’ mentality. 6 / 
Common sense tells ህ5 that the world's ፡. ረ 
resources are limited. If we take, take, take, 
its obvious they will run out. But 
conventional economists and politicians tell us 
we can continue to produce and consume more 
and more. Indeed, they judge how well our 
economy is doing by how fast our resources are 
used up. It's a crazy situation. Statistically, by 
the time an 11-year-old child dies, there will be 
no more natural lead left. Oil will run out much 
sooner. What are these people thinking about 
when they read reports that one in seven inner- 


city kids suffers from car-related asthma? fet Pa: 


For many of us, it’s plain to see that the social 
imbalance produced by a system based on 
personal consumption does massive harm to the 
vast majority of the world’s population. For 
the so-called representatives of our country, 
politics is economics and nothing more than a 
series of arguments over who should drive the 
car faster over the cliff. Then, they cap it all, 
by saying that we need more economic growth 
to pay for the environmental damage that is 
itself caused by a system based on economic 
growth! 

The Green alternative aims to give future 
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| mean, check this: In the last two elections, 
the Tories won with the same 42% of those who 
voted. But this percentage actually only 
represented 32% of the total number of voters 
in this country. Post Poll Tax, a recent study 
showed that 20% of under 24s are not on the 
electoral roll which again reduces the number of 
people the Tories truly represent. In some 
streets in Brixton, | found that between 30-50% 
of people weren't on the electoral register. 
Looking at the figures, it wouldn't be such a 


surprise if the reality was that more people 


didn't vote, than voted Tory! 

So we have the power. But only if we take it. 
Green groups have traditionally operated from 
someone's front room but there is also a need 
for networking centres that offer both facilities 
and a friendly, supportive atmosphere to bring 
people together and kick start a green culture. 
if you think this is idealistic, think again. A new 
generation of deep greens are focussing their 
energies and time into these ideas. DIY arts and 
community centres are beginning to spring up. 
Squatted spaces like the Lambeth/London Green 
Party office at CoolTan Arts and the eco-arts 
Rainbow Centre in Kentish Town, is one way of 
doing it, although squatters are just about to be 
re-pigeonholed as criminals thanks to the 
Criminal /njustice Bill! 

CoolTan has been together since 1991 and in the 
Old Dolehouse in Brixton since late 1992. We are 
currently facing the grim prospect of being 
turfed out because the owners, the Employment 
Service, have sold the building. Our foothold for 
keeping food, rehearsal and workshop space the 
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Post Green 2000, the Green Party strategy has 
opened up. Now greater emphasis is being put on 
networking with like-minded groups and the 
political focus is shifting to a social rather than 
a purely environmental agenda. Peaceful direct 
action, one of the most important areas of 
political protest today, will now not just be 
supported but also acted upon more often. We 
have recognised that the situation is getting 
worse, much more quickly than we dared think, 
and the green movement has to shout louder. 
This commitment has been seen at the 
occupation of Artillery Mansions which was 
funded by different groups in the Green Party 
and in particular the Green Committee of 100 
which was set up to focus on non-violent direct 
action (NVDA) and carried out with groups such 
as the Freedom Network, Squatters Action For 
Secure Homes (SQUASH), the Rainbow Tribe, No 
M11 Campaign and ex-homeless people. A Green 
Party action held last year, managed to halt 
work at the Dungeness Power Station for a day 
after 30 people D-locked themselves to the 
gates. 
While elections do offer avenues of debate and 
change, it makes sense to favour local elections 
where we can build on grass-roots support, 
rather than a first-past-the-post general 
election. We need a situation where local 
groups, sound systems, arts groups, will, 
instead of getting frustrated by their councils, 
start putting up green or local candidates to 
become councillors. It may not happen overnight 
20 aa we only need about 1500 votes in some 


OY wards. 
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So where do we go from here? Groups such as 
Earth First! and the Dongas Tribe have taught us 
the value of media-based campaigns and the 
intense personal development that is gained by 
direct action. Most important of all, we need to 
shift the agenda again and redefine the meaning 
We have to take it away from the 
multinationals who are now selling ‘green’ as 
‘consume differently’ rather than ‘consume 
less’. We have to remember that we give 
power away every day. 

We vote with our money. Do we give support to 
a local economy or a multinational economy? 
This is as important, if not more so, than our 
election vote. We need this power, we must 


. build strong, green local economies. 


Running on a parallel to this is the importance of 
networking and socialising together. By 
combining our talents and energies we can 
produce a far stronger identity that one based 
on ideology. 

The glue that binds these two things together is 
a peaceful approach. An eye for an eye and a 
tooth for a tooth will leave us all blind and dumb. 
Traditionally, the language of the unheard is 
riot. Of course the Tories know this and would 
not be upset if a few disturbances broke out 
which would allow them to position themselves 


.as the party of law and order before the next 


election. 


- Our ace card is to remain peaceful - the keep the 


moral highground. The roads protesters have 
proved that peaceful direct action wins hearts 
and minds. 

With all this combined, we could be on our way 
to establishing a green culture which may be the 
only chance of a real culture for those who come 
after us. The pressure is on, the momentum is 
growing. Let us see where it takes us. 


Consume Little, Waste Little, Give a let! 
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`. of ‘green’. 


cheapest in the area, is about to be taken away 
from us. CoolTan managed to raise a mortgage of 
£160,000 on the back of a business plan but we 
were outbid by a business which offered 
£200,000. 


If only the Employment Service had taken on $ 5 y^ «4. % 
board what CoolTan has achieved. Atthe - VET ና E 
moment, a rota system of voluntary . አ 
housekeepers runs the building and helps keep |; Ar o3 


down overheads. The Community Action Plan 
(£10/week on top of the dole, no need to sign 
on, free use of phone, stamps in return for 5 
work) massages the unemployment figures but 
can also help build a green culture. The Brixton 
LETS scheme provides a way of paying people by 
using community-based goods and services. At 
present, CoolTan's future is very uncertain but 
we are always hopeful. 

Cheap offices like Earth ARC in Oxford, the M11 
campaign office in Leytonstone, the Huddersfield 
Green Party and Norwich's Greenhouse are 
other examples of alternative centres which are 
paid for by donations. Fund-raising and costs 
are shared by the different groups using the 
space. 

What many of these people have found is that 
living on the dole isn't much fun if you're on 
your own. But if you get together with other 
people, a great deal can be achieved. The actual 
quality of life for people involved in places such 
as CoolTan and the Rainbow Centre is terms of 
food, warmth, friendly people and entertainment 
is pretty good compared with people who do the 
conventional 9-5 regime. | 

These centres can be seen as the new green 
culture in action. They are the real green shoots 
of recovery. Whether the catalyst comes from 
the local green party or grass-roots groups, 
eco-arts centres like these can help promote a 
new sense of identity by providing a channel for 
untapped creative energy. 
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are being turned inte an allet- 
Read started eut as an environmen- ment-style permaculture food 


tal scientist before taking a Diplema gistributien system. The idea is 
in Permaculture Design. ‘Basically that the farm will be able te pre- 
as a scientist Iwas just digging UP yide up te 150 people in Kent 
mere bad news,’ he explains. and Seuth-€ast Lenden with a 
‘Permaculture seems te be a way Of weekly £5 basket ef fresh 

deing something pesitive.’ greens all year round. The 

Mest permaculture gardens 200 ۰ scheme leeks like it will be en 
alletments leek pretty messy. There its way te full development by 
is a higgledy-piggledy selection Of next year. There are alse plans 
vegetables, fruit and herbs. ۵ (9 supply erganic wine and 
orderly rews er neatly dug furrows. honey, free range eggs and 

‘The idea behind this is that yeu eventually te preduce their ewn 
keep in the seil's goodness by net — pio. fuel using chicken shit er 
digging. On big prairie style farms in gas from charcoal. 

East Anglia, yeu're looking at a tep- The main attraction te 

seil less ef 11 tens per hectare, per the scheme is 
years.’ Read explains. "The pema- the fresh- 
culture idea is to cover the surface negg 
with self-seeding plants that will 
eventually bleck eut weeds. F yeu 
de need te plant reet vegetables 
like petatees yeu sew the 
seeds and cever it with 
straw er seme ether kind 
ef erganic mulch'. 

Te make life easier, 
pemmaculture also 

has a system ef 
‘Zening’ whereby 
yeu grew the 
plants that need 
Mest attention 
nearest te the 
centre of 

human activity, 
[.ዩ. your back- 
doer or garden - 
oath. This runs 
en a parallel 
with 

‘Sectors’, 

using plants te 
helo tackle 
eutside ele- 
ments, fer 
example 

planting trees 

as wind breaks. 
Growers prefer te use ' 
perennial and self- 
seeding plants which 
will helo continue the 
grewing seasen threugh 
winter and den’t need the 
pampering required by weak, and 
specially cultivated plants. flavour of 
[faturally ne harmful preducts are the products. 6 

used in the precess. estimate is that each persen in 
ወበ a wider scale, some permMacul- this ceuntry consumes between 
turists are looking at ways te intre- 8-10155 ef additives a yeah,’ 
duce a better way ef previding feed Read explains. ‘This way we're 
fer communities. The Seuth East providing cheap feed that 
Londen Permaculture group was 56۴ tastes geed and is actually 

up by a group ef design 6 goed fer you.’ 

graduates twe years age and is Running alengside this, the 
busy putting permaculture ideas inte cath East Londen 

action. Permaculture greup has a 

Four ef its Members, including whelefeed distribution system 
Read, have teamed up with a per- in Brackley, S-€ Londen, which 
Maculture landewner in Kent. orevides 40 peeple with a 


Brickhurst Farm has 25 acres which menthly supply ef fruit and veg 


| hard te explain 
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Emo” practice. Here, 
to the roots of the ‘blueprint 


fer sustainable living’... 
When I first heard of permaculture, I had this 
image in my head ef something frem the ‘The 
Geed Life’ - couples wading threugh pig Manure 
and ceaxing reluctant vegetables te grew in 
their back gardens. Then I dug a little deeper. 
Permaculture, it turns eut, is actually a design- 
system which leeks at eur modern way ef lite 

( beth urban and rural) and tries to come up 
with some answers to create a sustainable, 
non-destructive future. Mest people think ef 
permmaculture as agriculture-based but it 

can alse be used in a wide range ef activi- 

ties frem building, tewn planning, water 

supply and purification and cemmercial er 
financial systems. 

There are beth intreductery and full design ceurses 

en offer fer these whe want te use permacultu re 

either in their ewn hemes/lang er te tie it in with their 
prefessiens. Certainly, the interest in permaculture 

has increased considerably during the recessien. In 

the past few years, the number ef greups in Britain 

has mu shreemeo frem three te ever 60. 

Above all, permaculture effers a blueprint fer green liv- 
ing. ወበ an individual level, many ef us are already seme 
way aleng the permaculture read. ‘At let ef peeple, par- 
ticularly these en the dele, are fed up with being caught 
up in the system,’ explains 28-year-eld Amber Skyring, a 
member ef the Permaculture Association. ‘F yeu're looking 
at ways eut ef a system that is destructive te the enviren- 
ment and ether people, then yeu're already en the pèth te 
Permaculture.’ 

ወበ a personal level, permaculture can be used te help with a 
change ef lifestyle, fer example energy censervatien; i.e. 
draught-preefing, insulation, cellecting rainwater, recycling 
heuscheld water and rubbish, buying low energy light bulbs, 
using a bike instead ef a car etc. ۴۵۲ these whe have the 


opportunity te grew fruit and veg, permaculture leeks at easy 
ways of grewing the maximum amount ef feed with a minimum 


ameunt ef effert. Windew boxes and tubs can be used te 


grew an interesting selection ef salads, veg and herbs in very 


small spaces. | 

According te Steve Read, coerdinater ef the Permaculture 
Association office, the amount ef derelict and unused land in 
| enden alene has increased by 300% since 1975. 'Grewing 
things can be an incredibly rewarding experience,’ says 32- 
year-old Read. ‘The great thing abeut permaculture is that it 
cemes up with all serts ef interesting ways ef getting ۵ 


problems. We say that the problem is the solution. Really, the 


enly limit is your imagination.’ 


She peints eut that appreximately 0 
acres ef hemp was grewn in Britain last 
year much ef which was used 19 Make 
weed-free paper. 

59 de permaculturists have the answer te a 
greener future er are they living in an ideal- 
istic fantasy land? Certainly, Brickhurst 
Farm is taking longer te set up and is a let 
harder werk than was eriginally suppeseo. 
They have had te content with censider- 
able eppesitien frem the lecal parish 0 
ceunty ceuncils but are battling en. There 
has alse been a bit ef criticism levelled at 
the Seuth East Londen Permaculture 
group. Seme say new that the greup has a 
cere Membership, they're net werking hard 
eneugh te bring in the eutside community. 
Amber replies te this by saying, 
‘Sometimes it's very hard werk te get pee- 
ple metivated. Once peeple have 6 
diseMpowered, it's very difficult te get 
them te te take responsibility. We aren't 
geing te te tell anyene what te de. We 
have te wait fer them te want te de it and 
then we'll enceurage them all the way.’ 


THE BANANA SAGA - JUST JTE EXAM- 
PLE 6۴ HOW WE'VE GOT IT ALL WRONG. 
In the West we demand bright yellow, 
blemish free bananas. Cesta Rica has 

the Mest intensive preductien ef 
bananas in the wend. Te maintain 
this and te meet the standards we 
demand, plantation werkers spray 
20 kiles ef pesticides per hectare 
per year. This is ten times the level 
. usually used en any crep. Asa 
result, Dr Catherine Wesseling has 
estimated that 100 plantation werkers 
die and 10,000 are peisened, per year 
all se that eur oananas are yellew. 


GREEIT DISASTER ۸۵ 
Russia's envirenment Minister has 
admitted that abeut 15% ef Russia 
can be 69510 6۳60 an envirenmental 
disaster zene. Seme 100,000 people 
live en land where radiation levels are 
tee high. Half ef Russia's 550 million 
acres ef arable land is unsuitable for 
farming and enly ene fifth ef industrial 
waste is adequately treated. Past nuclear 
tests and accidents have pelluted hun- 
dreds ef rivers and vast areas ef land. 
Envirenmental safety has been neglected in 
faveur ef rapid industrialisatien. And that's 
only what they're prepared te admit te! 


FOR MORE DETAILS SEND A STAMPED, 
ADDRESSED ENVELOPE TO THE 
PERMACULTURE ASSQGCIATIGIT, PO BOX 
1 BUCKFASTLEIGH, DEVON, TQ10 OLH. 
TEL: (0892) 825049. 


USEF UL READING; Permaculture [በ a 
Nutshell by Patrick Whitefield, Uroan 
Permaculture by David Watkins and The 
pemaculture Garden by Graham Bell, all 
available frem Permanent Publications, 
Hyden House Limited, Little Hyden Land, 
Clanfield, HANTS 6۵8 ORU. Tel: (0705) 
596500. 


ችቿች ካሜ TONES 
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መዩ THE WAY AND SET UP A SYSTEM THAT WILL 
EVENTUALLY CAUSE THE UNDESIRABLE ELE- 
MENTS TO FADE AWAY. Why build anether power 
station, when yeu can reduce people's needs? 
Why build mere reserveirs when yeu can reduce 
the ameunt ef water people use?’ 

The ethics behind permaculture are Earth Care, 
People Care and Fair Shares. "There is a recegni- 
tion that every group is different and that we must 
learn telerance,’ says Read. ‘it’s impertant te keep 


frem erganic growers, seya milk, erganic 
fleur, rice, cernflakes, muesli, bread, 
cheese etc. Many ef the whelefeed 

. members are also part of a LETS 
scheme, which helps te reduce their 
dependence en Stirling. 
‘All we've really get te de is change the 
way WE censutme,' says Read, summing 
up the permaculturist's view. ‘Every time 


. the community alive. If we have any surplus goods 


er time we invest it in ether prejects. We're trying 
te get back te the idea ef ce-eperatien and helping 
each ether.’ 


we shep in an eutlet net run and cen- 
trelled by local people, that meney is 
tern away frem the lecal ecenemy. It 
leaves the cemmunity disempewered 


*€ Permaculture can diversify inte different areas. The 
permaculture view spans a complete cycle from 
‘Permaculture is coming up with ways te renewable energy using biefuels te treating 
get the community sewage using reed beds. (Reeds and ether water 
invelved in ergan- plants apparently have the ability te remeve ergan- 


[ f T ነ ising their ewn ic Matter, disease erganisms and even chemical 


feed sup- pellutants.) 
D) he greups is in Kingsten, Surrey. The 


plies, One of the mest successful permaculture 
Knellmeaó site has a greup ef alletments, 


and merely a small part ef semething 
over which it has ne centrel.' 


a pend, forest garden, special werk 
days fer its members, a wild flower 
Meadew and willow nursery fer bas- 
ketry. In Gloucestershire, the 
Streud Sustainable Village 
Preject is trying te werk 
between bureaucracy and 
fundraising te build an entire 
permaculture village. It's early 
days, but such fledgling pre- 
jects are being helped by a 
grewing DIY system which 
includes ethical banks like 
[Mercury and Provident, 
self-build heu sing prejects, 
credit uniens and cempa- 
nies such as Radical 
Reutes which helps 
finance alternative and 
ecelegical ce-eperatives. 
Amber Skyring has helped 
te research a study inte 'fea- 
sible fibres’, backed by the 
Department ef the 
Environment. Amber, (119 my 
parents weren't hippies,’ she 
. laughs), used te werk as a fash- 
ien designer before taking up per- 
Maculture. ‘I felt all my energies 
were being swallowed up in an indus- 
try that is based en censumerism and 
is incredibly destructive. Cetten is ene ef 
the werst cash creps in the werd. It's 
grewn en just 3% ef the ۷۷۵۲۱05 agricultural 
land but uses 15% ef wend pesticides, depletes 


ኔ 


i 


~ ۰ 
که 
` 


y VAS S 
P a ON 
A 


~ 
WS s 
1 


d 


- 


den’t talk abeut it 
as a revelutienary thing. By lecal water supplies and uses the Mest fertile land. 
design, yeu can intreduce a period Now Fm designing My own life and helping ether 


ef accelerated evelution. One ef perma- 
culture's axiems is lecal preduction fer 
local needs. We'd like te see thousands 
ef small cemmunities setting themselves 
up like this.’ 

Read says he fellews the frent-line ece- 
Campaigners with interest. He himself 
used te be inte nen-vielent direct action 
as a hunt sabeteur. ‘WHAT I FOUND IS 
THAT THERE S AN®THER APPROACH 
TO MEETING FORCE WITH FORCE,’ HE 
EXPLAINS. ‘YOU CAN JUST STEP OUT 


people te design theirs.’ 

Amber spent twe and a half menths studying 
small-scale village industries in India and has 
ceme te the cenclusien that it weuld be a step for- 
ward rather than a step backwards te enceurage 
similar prejects in this ceuntry. ‘Leek at Britain,’ 
she says. ‘Almest everything we rely en is impert- 
ed. We need te start up small, community-based 
schemes that will make us mere self-sufficient. It's 
semething that really cannet be impesed en us 
frem abeve. Community schemes need te grew up 
frem the desires ef the cemmunities themselves. ' 


BETTER THAN BARTER: Lege 


In the red ?? Feeling blue 


BRICK BY BRICK 


If you're tired of being ripped off or having to pay through the nose for crap services, you'll 
be pleased to know there is another way. L.E.T.S (Local Employment and Trading Scheme) 
is a simple system which enables people to trade locally, meet new people, and promote 
useful and environmentally friendly activity........ all without the use of money! 


LETS works through a directory, a bit like a yellow pages, which lists the skills, services and 
goods that members want to offer or would like to use. These can either be very practical, 
total luxuries or things not normally available in the ‘real’ world. Trades are negotiated using 
the local currency (in the case of Brixton, it's ‘Bricks’). Say, for example you want your 
video repaired, you negotiate with the repairer to pay them a certain number of ‘Bricks’. 
These 'Bricks' are then debited from your account and added to the repairer's. The 
transaction is then recorded in the central accounts and the repairer can then use those 
‘Bricks’ for a totally different trade with someone else in the scheme. Simple really! 


There are now over 200 schemes around the country. The idea of an alternative economy is a 
proven reality which really works. So if you've got a bike you keep meaning to sell, or you 
need child-care, a massage, a computer expert, a second-hand camera, or your cat feeding 


THE MASSEUR 


It's not that I'm lazy or lacking in motivation, its 
just that for me to find work palatable, there are a 
number of criteria to be met. I need to exercise 
control over when I work, how I work, how long I 
work and how much I receive for my work and to 
have some diversity in my work. That's why twelve 
months ago 1 bowed out of the routine, 9 to 5, 
Thames, Link commuting, forelock-tugging rat race 
to take up work as a masseur-cum-cleaner-cum- 
house painter-cum-artists model, chef and carpenter 
to name but a few of the ways in which I have been 
able to earn my "Bricks" in the LETS scheme. 


In return I have bought furniture for my house, had 
clothes made or altered, had TV programmes 
videoed, had my sofa covered, letters typed and my 
bike repaired. 


If variety is the spice of life, the scheme has 
permittéd me to partake in a veritable vindaloo of 
work options, but more than this, as a foreigner who 
arrived in this country five years ago, being 
involved in a community based scheme like this has 
been important in finally allowing me to make 
contacts with local people and to feel a sense of 
rootedness that is so difficult to find in the 
alienating anonymity of London. 


Perhaps the most remarkable thing about the scheme 
is that for the first time in my life I've escaped petit 
bourgeois guilt about over-spending since, in a 
small closed economic community, I know that my 
spending is adding to the overall wealth of 
everyone and as hoarding “Bricks” is pointless, this 
wealth must eventually return to me. 


Of course, as yet, the scheme isn't perfect. I still 
need £, shilling and pence to buy my fruit and veg 
but as the membership grows more and more, basic 
needs are being met while my own personal need for 
freedom and variety most certainly has been. I ma 
never work for "The Man" again! j 


2 ) FOR MORE INFORMATION ፡ 


To በር ዱር A 


while you’re away: join a LETS Scheme! 


THE ARTIST 


When I first heard of the Brixton LETS scheme I was 
intrigued and excited by the possibilities of a trade 
system using an alternative currency. Attractive, 
but difficult to accept, was the lack of stigma in 
going into deficit and better still the lack of a bank 
manager needing to be convinced of my credit 
worthiness. As a penniless artist with a history of 
less than harmonious relations with my bank 
manager, this was good news.... 


I have used the LETS scheme a lot to obtain models 
for both life drawing and for portrait sitting. This 
has been brilliant as most of the people I want to 
paint tend to be as broke as I am, so wouldn’t have 
the money to commission a portrait. Instead I can 
pay them an hourly rate in Bricks to sit for me. 
Among the many benefits I have obtained through 
the scheme are weekly tuition in bongo playing, an 
electric typewriter for fifty bricks, meals half paid 
for in Bricks from the COOLTAN cafe (which 
opened an account in the early days of the scheme) 
and furniture removals from several members of the 
LETS scheme with vans. 


Services I have given have included land clearance, 
painting a portrait and embroidering a friend’s 
dress. Importantly, belonging to a LETS scheme has 
contributed to my feeling a greater sense of 
belonging to a community. It is a healthy step 
towards linking people with exchangeable skills 
and away from the sense of alienation that so often 
can be felt living in a city. It is a personalised 
economy where people to continue to exchange 
services and skills even in a depressed and outdated 
economic system 


Glazing. plastering, odd jobs 
OFFER Spanish cookery 
OFFER Financial counseling 


OFFER Tailoring, Sewing, patternmaking, upholstery, 
re-upholstery, loose covers, alterations and 
repairs 


OFFER Bricklaying 
OFFER Wildlife gardening, Designs for small gardens. 


OFFER Gardening lessons in your own garden. 
OFFER Esoteric and off-the-wall solutions 
OFFER Loan of lawn mower 


OFFER Loan of pushbike 
ta FER Pet sitting / minding / feeding / walking 


OFFER Baby sitting(plenty of children and 
grandchildren experience!) 


OFFER Handpainted mirrors, handmade cards, 
jewellery, sculpture 


WANT Metal fire escape stairs 

WANT Wetsuit to fit slim 6ft male 
WANT Plumbing in of coal burning stove 
WANT baking trays 


WANT Second hand straight handlebars, mudguards, 
back carrier or basket, Bike lights and D-lock 


WANT entertainers, musicians, jugglers, magicians, 
etc 


WANT Repointing of brickwork 
WANT Broken crockery 


WANT advice on porfolio for Art courses 
WANT Motocycle engine mechanics 
THE MILLINER 


I don't think I’ve ever had enough disposable cash 
income in my life to spend on the goodies that I can 
afford on the LETS scheme... 


lve been rubbed up and down by various aromatic 
hands; I’ve had my bike mended and my sandwiches 
made; I’ve acquired a wide selection of gorgeous, 
crafty gifts from a wide selection of gorgeous, arty 
people; I've had last minute access to smart 
computers and next week I'll be setting all of the 
LETS driving instructors the 'Teach Paula To 
Drive’ Challenge... all for bricks! ۱ 


My advice whether you’re on the dole or not, is to 
get a LETS scheme going in your area. Life on 
LETS is a hell of a lot more comfortable, sociable 
and rewarding than life in that cash madhouse out 
there! ! 


L.E.T.S. artist : Rachel Jennin 
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Design and words - Polly Griffiths 
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SCHEMES : A VIABLE ALTERNATIVE 


THE ACTOR 
I was very attracted to the concept and the 
philosophy behind LETS. It seemed one way of 
contributing to a healthier, less materialistic world. 
And on a practical level, being an actor, I often have 


periods of unemployment, when I welcome having 
use made of my many alternative skills. 


I was fortunate in having a scheme just starting on 
my doorstep, in Brixton, and have seen its 
membership really flourish in its first year. There is 
a very wide range skills now on offer and I’ve been 
fortunate to benefit from several new CVs, 
carpentry, electrical work and massage not to 
mention introduction to like minded people who 
are concerned to leave the world a better place. 


I’ve been able to offer stilt walking, bread making, 
Italian translation, lifts in my car, videoing and 
cleaning. 


One problem I have encountered is that members 
seem keener to join and less committed to 
informing the directory for up-dating when they 
leave the area or withdraw offers. 


It does take some courage to phone around and 
negotiate in a new currency, not dissimilar from 


. WANT Washing machine 


putting yourself on the line for an audition! 


THE COUNSELLOR 


I find that there are “thing” people and there are 
"people" people. I’m a “people” person and I 
joined LETS to get to mix with as many local 
“people” people as I could. 


“People” people accept me as I am. They give me 
space. They don’t presume; I feel free in their 
company. I often receive ideas and suggestions I’d 
never have thought of from these “people” people. 
In fact, when I’m in their company there’s some sort 
of creative juice that starts flowing and I find myself 
offering suggestions I had never thought of before. 


So that's another thing about LETS people; they’re 


‘Stimulated by the potential of human existence and 


human contact - that is my experience. And the fact 
that the membership remains too large to get to 
know everyone means that I am always a new boy to 
someone, an absolute beginner. 


I’ve done counselling, ground breaking, some 
rather brilliant skip salvage and I’ve received 
massage and been to a party with probably the best 
veg food in London. Come on over to where its 
really at man, Brixton LETS! 


Details of your local scheme O985 217 71 
vetting up your own scheme 0985 217 71 
UTI 792 2620 


To join BRIXTON LETS 


LETTER FROM BEWING 


This year is the fifth anniversary of the Tiananmen Square 
demonstrations. China is fast developing as an economic 
and industrial superpower but what about its people? 
Karen Smith reports on how art is reflecting the changes in 


China’s capital. 


practising artists who find compensation for living in 
their run-down environment through the high prices paid 
by foreign dealers and art-lovers. Artists who once 
dreamed of escaping the the West are now content to 
stay. For them, change brings inspiration, a comfortable 
life, a 24-hour-a-day artistic option to be part of a 
movement that they can see, feel and touch. Too many 
have heard horror stories from non-English speaking 
emigres trying to live in a world where iron rice bowls 
just don’t exist. 

I’m witnessing a new, smarter generation, one that will 
no doubt spawn a dangerous divide. Beijing is a land of 
extremes. I sit in a teacher’s house, twice the size of any 
I’ve seen before. She proudly shows me results of her 
interior designer (a novel concept in China). Nouveau 
decadence, a tacky veneer. I listen to her complain about 
the state of her neighbours' place. The Jones's have 
arrived. 

Will they learn anything from the errors of the West? 
There are very few signs that Westerners have, so why 
should they? My perspective here, sees a society 
changing, mutating faster than HIV. The comparison is 
not to be underestimated. One thing you can be sure of, 
anyone who questions China's direction or calls for the 
rights of the people to be given priority will be dealt with 
far more severely than their western counterparts. 
China's contemporary art shows what is now ‘permitted’ 
against what has been banned before. This is most 
apparent in China's Pop Art movement which came 
about in the early 1990s. It's characterised by a 
psychedelic flowering of Mao images across canvases in 
bright colour. The beaming Mao with hand raised 
against a background of flowers appears much more in 
line with the peace and love motifs of the sixties than the 
bleak communist call to arms that it was adopted for. 


PIG OUT 


It would have been 
wild wherever it ደ 
had been staged ? 
- the fact that it 
took place in 
Beijing gives ነቃ ሪ 5 i 
it a unique and YT 3 P 
dynamic edge. : 
Beijing-born artist 
Xu Bing, 36, 1s 
fast becoming a known 
international artist but 
his work remains funda- . 
mentally Chinese, deal- ዘፅ 
ing with issues of 
communication - East 
versus West. His work 
has provoked curiosity 
wherever it has been 
show, from China to 
Japan, Taiwan, Hong 
Kong, Europe and 
Australia. 


Can you picture a city that is physically being 
razed to the ground to make way for a brave new 
world? Welcome to Beijing. The Middle Kingdom 
is a turbulent sea of change. Construction cuts 
broad welts across the city surface. Bicycles, 
taxis and people weave through like inhabitants 
ofa war zone. Allis tolerated for the possibilities 
change will bring. 

There's no certainty about the future but many people 
have dreams. With all the economic confusion facing the 
West, eager entrepreneurs and multinationals are diving 
into Eastern waters in the hope of being washed up 
solvent and successful. 

The big question is, who's gaining? It might just be that 
the rest of the world counts the cost as the ozone layer 
evaporates above congratulatory back-slapping over the 
completion of the next five-year plan ahead of time or for 
receiving record levels of foreign investment. 

If I sound cynical, there's good reason. What I'm seeing 
is culture being sacrificed in the name of money, on the 
alter of blind self-interest. Yes, China needs change, the 
people should be given the opportunity to lift themselves 
above the harsh conditions of stone-age living. But 
China's pseudo-Socialism is Socialism no more. 

New China is definitely exciting. It's a modern hybrid of 
East meets West. There are McDonalds, Baskin 

` Robbins, salons and restaurants - there's not much you 
can't get in Beijing these days. At the same time, the 
Yin-Yang concept of balance in all things is way out of 
whack with little hope of reconciliation. Does it matter? 
Not here, not now. 

You only have to take a walk down Wanfujing, Beijing's 
Oxford Street, and you'll see consumerism in its element. 
Four years ago, even two, the bulk of the Chinese 
population had a two-tone wardrobe: dust-grey khaki or 
chalky cobalt blue. The tones linger on the fringes but 
today, new trends offer leeway for self-expression never 
before witnessed on such a broad scale. The new wealth 
gives expression to people right across society. With the 
pressure of political dogma off, art and music flourish. 
Modernity no longer feared as a veiled threat to stability, 
punishable without explanation or rationale. That's not 
to say that artists still don't find the plug pulled on their 
exhibitions and performances without warning or reason. 
Last year, was the year of the club. The government's 
policy of encouraging the vast numbers that have been 
made inactive by factory streamlining and new technology 
to start up their own private enterprise has opened up 
new chances. A few forward thinking individuals are 
cashing in on the growing numbers of young, more 
affluent people looking for a good time. For many, this 
means McDonalds, KFC, the endless walls of glass and 
glitz, bright lights and karaoke. But alternative dance 
and music spaces are popping up to cater for the 
contingent of dreads, wispy beards, shaven skulls and 
the Reebok brigade. Cigarettes and outward angst are de 
rigeur. It's 1980s London all over again! 

A tourist ‘must’ is Yuan Ming Yuan, an artists’ village in 
the north-west of the city. The commune has been 
running for over ten years and now has around 40 


WAS IT ART? 


The event was greeted with quiet smiles and 
noncommittal answers. Was it art? That was 
not really the question people were asking. What 
circumstances had permitted this in Beijing? 
Chinese people are often not as keen to seek 
symbols in everything as Westerners are, yet art 
and metaphor are almost synonymous in Chinese 
history. Xu Bing, is now based in the USA, 
perhaps his international reputation allowed him 
more privilege. 


In Beijing, exhibitions have 
been closed for far less 


sensational images on canvas. 
This touches on another aspect of the complexities 
of life in modern China, the connections and 
procedures, the oiling of cogs 
necessary to set events in 
motion. It is a system that 
calls all people in all profess- 
ions to order; play by the rules 
or fall by the wayside. Freedom ۱ 
in all areas of Chinese society 
appears a precarious journey 
acrossa frozen lake where no- 
one knows where or when 
the ice will give way. 


ፇ 


His art derives from ‘building blocks of language’ which he 
reconstructs and rebuilds with great irony. 

In his work, you can see the history of China, destroyed 
and reconstructed by an ignorant and opportunistic hand. 
He sees language as a tool of communication that both 
defines and divides people. 

His latest exhibition, Rape or Natural Love took place in 
a factory unit in Wanfujing. There I was in a room with 
sixty curious onlookers crowding round the side of a none 
too sturdy iron fence and looking at a scattered selection 


of books on the floor. Snuffling around in 
the middle was a none too happy 
pig. Painted onto the pig were lines 
of beautifully formed letters printed 
over its entire body in rich black 


ink. 

Snorting at the flashing camera, the pig trotted clumsily 
over the piles of books apparently looking for food. 
Snapping its jaws at pages that fluttered as it passed, 
the pig then spat out chewed bits of paper, showing its 
irreverence to the written word as either reading matter 
or food - an irony in a society that has systematically 
destroyed its written culture as being bourgeois and 
capitalist, where knowledge is elitists and strictly 
controlled. 

Eventually, the pig retreated into a corner and lay down. 
The crowd remained untouched by such ‘politically correct 
western ideas as animal rights. Then, from the far back 
corner of the room, a section of the iron cordon slid back 
and a hefty sow lurched into the arena. Scrubbed equally 
pink, her body was an elegant coat of printed Chinese 
characters. 


The first pig immediately launched 
himself onto the female in a frenzy 
of lust. The sow sporadically 

squealed, not so much in pain as in 


indignation. The male, intent on having his way 
with the sow, was oblivious to the crowd. The female 
seemed acutely aware of the eyes watching her and 
refused to yield easily. The room suddenly seemed very 
small and the pigs very close. Through the sheen of black 
ink, the sow’s back was turning red with the rubbing of 
the male against her skin and in places, thin lines of 
scarlet blood appeared. | 


The male's eyes shone like beads of 
jet, his sharp mouth seemed cut in 
an inane grin. Climax achieved, the 


male was cornered and led out. 

What had we witnessed? The art of reproduction at its 
most instinctive or two pigs fucking? Chinese characters 
on the sow, 


Roman letters on the male; 
the meeting or the clash of 
East and West? The Chinese 
characters were an 
. nonsensical as the fine script 
of the alphabet. Was the 
message the senselessness of 


E 
w ^ 
æ , aud 
Ẹ communication? Or was 
it an allusion to China 


being fucked over by the 
West? 


ad A 


Another ‘green’ 
policy is bearing 
fruit, | see. Run 
down public 


transport, build as 
many roads as you 
can and clog them 
up with as many 
cars as possible. 
then wait for all the 
kids to die of 
asthma. (There's 
already been a 
doubling of cases in 
every health region 
in the country.) The 
logic? Thatll stop 
them growing up to 
burn more 
greenhouse gasses. 


SMUG ALERT 


The smugness of some of the 
govemment's press offices really gets to 


THE RACHEL RANTER 
COLUMN 


A snippet in one of the Sunday tabloids informed us that the lawyer representing 
‘House Of Horror builder Fred West has confirmed that he is gay, (the lawyer, 
that is.) Bizarre! Perhaps as the West murder mystery unfolds, these 
journalists will dig even deeper and tell us how many shirts he's got or what the 
poor man eats for breakfast. 


STRANGE BUT TRUE 


BANG ‘EM UP! 


Talking about punishment... may be mistaken but I thought society was 
supposed to become more enlightened as time went on. I’m sure I read that 
somewhere. 

Shouldn't we be looking for the most humane, progressive and cost-effective ways 
of dealing with lawbreakers, rather than simply beating them into submission? 
Judging by the collective media ‘outrage’ over the treatment of offenders recently, 
the answer is no. 

Take that bloke who battered his baby daughter to death. It was a terrible thing to 
do and something we really shouldn't judge unless we were in court and heard all 
the facts. What we do know is that he did it because he couldn't control his anger, 
so he was sent on an anger management course. 

Sounds logical to me. But no - howls of fury from the Press. He should have been 
thrown in prison as a punishment. But how can you punish behaviour like that? 
You can't. No punishment could ever fit that kind of crime. It's primitive and 
brutish to suggest it could. He'd probably come out of prison just the same and do 
it again, or something like it, except that after years in the prison system, he'd 
probably be even more angry. 

Then there's Bryn Melyn Remand Centre in Wales. The tabloids are obsessed with 
young offenders being sent sailing or rock climbing or doing anything else which 
teaches them something about achievement, the occasional need for discipline, 
teamwork and thinking before you act. In other words, things which say that there 
is something more to life than being a casualty of Tory Britain. 

It's a waste of time, we're told. Never mind that it has a high success rate, never 
mind that it costs less than bunging them in jail. No - just lock these kids up and 
throw away the key. 

Well, how daft can you get. Just what will that teach them? It's all right as long as 
you don't get caught? I can't see any other lesson, except perhaps that you're a 
waste of space and we've chucked you in the trash can of society. 

Of course punishment isn't the answer. Since the Home Secretary made the theory 
that ‘prison works’ a cornerstone of his law and order strategy, the prison 
population has risen by nearly 8,000 to a near record level of 48,800. 

I could hardly believe my eyes when I read what rent-a- mouth Tory MP Geoffrey 
Dickens had to say: 'These youngsters who have repeatedly inflicted misery on their 
victims have forfeited the right to be treated like children. If there is no suitable 
juvenile institution, they should be locked up in prisons.' ۱ 
The idea of streets full of kids who’ve been in jail and think they’re hard is much 
more frightening that the thought of some of the tax I've paid is being spent on 
some teenager on an outward bound course. When will they learn? Battered kids, 
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Isn t it amazing that only a handful of top Tories like Jeffrey Archer 
and Edwina Currie have cashed in on their talents for inventing fiction. 
After all, fiction writers tell the story just the way they want it and isn't 
that what the Government does best? 

We all know how busy Home Secretary Michael Howard has been 
with his 1990s version of ‘Crime and Punishment’. Unfortunately, the 
research isn't turning out quite the way he'd like it. But that shouldn't 
get in the way of a good storyline. After all, he wants a best seller. 
| expect he'll be ignoring that leaked Home' Office paper which finally 
admitted the link between crime and unemployment. ‘It’s silly to deny 
i^ a Department spokesman told the Daily Mirror. But of course, Mr 
Howard knows better. "We should have no truck with trendy theories 
that try to explain away crime by blaming socio-economic factors,’ he 
says with that annoyingly smug expression. 

And he's not the only one who thinks so. 'The bulk of thieving, of 
course, has nothing to do with poverty,’ said Employment Secretary 
David Hunt. And he should know of course, with his vast experience 
of life on the bread line in 1990s Britain. (Or do you suppose that the 
thieving he's referring to happens in the City by men in suits? In which 
case, I’m sorry David, I quite agree.) 

No, no. As anyone who likes a bloody good pot boiler will tell you, 
you've got to have a baddie - a proper baddie - not just some poor 
bugger who's got no hope and no future because the school system' s 
falling apart and there are no jobs. Take J.R. Ewing for instance, he 
was a baddie. Or the Daleks - they were really bad. 

But then..... there was that research from Cambridge University which 
revealed that the number of burglaries goes up by 0.4% every time 
unemployment rises by 1%. Bit of a tricky storyline that one. Still, I 
don't expect Mr Howard will let it worry him. He'll probably just stick 
to a black and white plot and promise to chuck the baddies in prison for 
ever and ever. | 
It's easier that way. People can understand it without thinking. It's 
meant to be a best seller after all, not bloody Dostoevsky. 


TUNNEL AAD MORE... 


Sorry but l've just got to get another 
transport gripe off my chest. What about 


me sometimes. | recently called up the 
Foreign Office press office to find out how 
| could get hold of the Universal 
Declaration of Human Rights. ‘I couldn't 
honestly say,’ the press officer said. ‘You 
could try to United Nations’ office.’ | 
thought ሺ was strange that the Foreign 
Office didn’t have any booklets at hand 
and said so. ‘I suppose there's really not 
much call for it,’ was his reply. ‘In this 
country we take our rights for granted.' | 
wanted to enlighten him about the 
Criminal Justice Bill but held back. ‘Well, 
l've met several people who carry the 
booklet around in their wallet,' | pointed 
out. ‘Well my dear,’ he replied. ۵ 
obviously keeping very bad company.’ 


Grrrr. fRO ሆኗ 
HORROR 


| don’t understand all the hysteria over the 
ordination of women priests. Don’t these 
men realise what prats they’re making of 
themselves, parading their misogynist 
paranoia in public? Anyway, male vicars 
and choirboys have been wearing 
dresses in church for years - isn’t that 
more peculiar than a woman in a dog 


collar?! PSSST 


Got a shipload of toxic waste? We'll take 
If off your hands for a reasonable price, no 
questions asked. We're quick and 
discreet, always willing to please and 
very easy to find - just to the left of 
Europe, above France. You'll recognise 
us by the white cliffs or gathering rain 
clouds. Oh - but could you be a bit quiet 
about it. It doesn't do to make and song 
and dance about these things... 


sharp end of Virginia 
Bottomley's ‘health 
see መሆ reforms’ but.....The 
DIIS tose hospital blew £15,000 - 
| enough for four hip- 
replacements - on a 
spring clean ready for a 
visit from the mad- 
axewoman. For God's 
sake. Shouldn't they be 
letting her see what it's 
SDN really like... 


ACT OR FASCISM? 


If there's one thing worse than members of the British 
National Party, it's ethical fascists. | was taking 
pictures at the Hackney Homeless Festival in May, 
when | saw a great shot of a guy with the biggest, 
snaky dreads I've ever seen, topped with a huge hat 
covered in daisies. | walked up behind him and just 
as | pressed the shutter button a hand shot in front of 
my lens. 

‘You can't do that,’ an angry bloke spat at me. ‘Do what?’ | 
asked. ‘You shouldn't take pictures of people without 
asking them first. He might be doing something...’ he 
replied. | pointed out that | was quite aware of) when | 
should or shouldn't take photos. | also made it clear that | 
was taking a photo of the back of the bloke's head! But that 
wasn't good enough. When | tried to take a second shot, 
the hand flashed up again. ‘Listen,’ | said. ‘You have no 
right to inflict your opinions on me. You should rémember 
that you’re not the only one who thinks.’ It didn’t seem to 
make a blinding bit of difference he continued to rant at me. 
In the end ۱ just shrugged and waiked away. 

This incident came back to me when | was talking to a Vegan 
recently. ‘Oh you can't eat honey,’ he told me firmly. ‘It takes 
the bees home away from them.' This confused me. Surely if 
bee-keepers took bees homes away from them , the bees 
would bugger off and there'd be no more honey. 'Well what 
about bears,’ | asked. ‘Bears eat honey. I’m sure bears do 
more damage than your average bee-keeper. Anyway, | 
thought honey was one of nature’s gifts. A natural sugar.’ 
The guy shrugged. ‘Makes no difference,’ he replied. 

Well now, I’m quite happy for people to think what they 
want but when they try and impose their beliefs on other 
people it's just as offensive as any of the ‘-isms’ you come 
across. | reckon it's a shame that ethical fascists can't 
channel their anger into something a bit more significant - 
like saving the planet for example. | 
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these inspectors who dish out ten quid 
penalty tickets if you haven't got a 
ticket. So, if you're in a hurry, and 
youve got to queue for a ticket, 
basically, you're stuffed. It's about as 
customer-friendly as the Poll Tax. 
London Underground claims it loses £30 
million a year in dodged fares. How did 
they work that one out? Did they poll the 
dodgers? Or did they ask a section of 
the public to confess to how often they 
travelled without a ticket? 

And how much is this poster campaign 
costing anyway? The latest poster asks: 
‘Do you want someone else travelling for 
free while you pay? We thought not.' 
Frankly, other things upset me 
more...like the team of jobsworth 
inspectors at my local station or being 
stranded in a tunnel because 
something's not working. 

London Underground tell us that if there 
were no fare dodgers, they'd have 
enough money and none of this would 
happen. Yeah, yeah, yeah... Just like if 
there were. no dole-fiddlers, taxes would 
go down and if there were no single 
mums, there'd be no crime.... Meanwhile, 
weve got the the most expensive 
underground system in Europe - and 
probably the most stressful. | 


DISION 


Travelling by tube in London 
is getting weirder every 
year. We're beginning to 
see the face of London 
Underground at last and it’s 
a sort of desperate, 

blustering, businessman 
who's relying on the 
advertising wide boys to get 

him out of trouble. 

First there was that sinister 
poster campaign against 

fare dodging which showed a 
hand clutching the arm rest 

so tensely that the veins 
stand out. 'THINK WHAT 
YOU SAVE WHEN YOU BUY 
A TICKET,' was the caption. 

Im sorry but life just 

wouldn't be worth living if we - 
were that scared of London 

Underground. Then we're 

told that if we're caught fare- 

dodging, everyone will look 
at us accusingly. Foreigners 

must think we're really 
strange; The only nation 

which could be embarrassed 

out of fare-hopping. 


BIN THERE, DONE THAT. 


've notice that everyone these days is either out of work or working 
their arses off. Most companies have got rid of so much so-called 
'dead wood' that most people with jobs are in danger of having 


nervous breakdowns. 


When | visited a friend the other day, | noticed how much litter there 
was blowing around the communal gardens outside the flat. ‘It’s been 
like that ever since the bin men went private,' he explained. ۵ 
come down here in a team - they have to run because they're in suc 


a rush to fill their quotas. 


‘One bloke takes all the lids off the bins and chucks them on the 
ground, another runs by with a big bin on his back and a third empties 
all the rubbish into it. Then they all run off again and we go out and put 
the lids back on. They don't have time to pick up the bits they spill.' 
God knows whatll happen when the privatize the nuclear industry. 
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Magickal Networks, Campaign Energy, 
No Bullshit NVDA and Sacred Drumming. 


DRAGON IS..... 


Healing Ritual, Radical Drama, Digging 
The Wild Earth and The Dance Of The 


Spirit. 


DRAGON IS..... 


YOU. 
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DRAGON ENVIRONMENTAL GROUP - 
For more information contact us: c/o 
3 Sanford Walk, New Cross, 
London SE14 6NB. 

Tel: (081) 691 7685 
(24-hour Ansaphone) - 
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Aqua Levi * Benjamin Zephaniah 
Bim Sherman * Black Survivors 
C-Charge * 0-۲6۵210۲5 5 

Dread and Fred ۰ Dread Zone 


Earl 16 e Fair Share Unity * Gary 
Clail ۰ Grateful Dub * Jalal 


Make life easier - put yourself on the POD 
mailing list. Fill in the form below and well | 
let you know when the next issue of POD 

is out. We'll also let you know about 
important events and gatherings. Please 
‘send your form to: Mailing List, POD HQ, 

PO Box 23, London SE4 1SW. (Please 

write in capitals) 


Joey Jay * Linton Kwesi Johnson 
Lions Den * Little Annie * Lloyd 
Coxsone œ Liwybr Llaethog 
1 5 Diesel * Macka B * Mad 
Professor * Manasseh * Mixman 
| Maroon Town * One Style MDV 
ReDeK Hi-Fi * Revolutionary Dub (GAO) 
Warriors * Rod Taylor ۶ Suns of 


Arqa * Vivian Jones e Youth 
Zion Train and many more 


In under a year the Institute of Dubology has played host to some of the 
most incredibly groovy musicians and sound systems on this fair planet. 
But hey, don t believe the hype, come and check it out for yourself, this 

Î voucher admits one or two people for the cost-effective price of £0.00, 
(normally £5.00) any Thursday you like, b4 eleven pm, offer expires 31-08-94. 


The Institute of Dubology uns» Thursdays Tópm-Z2am at The Vox 
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